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Foreword

The Indian Adult Education Association was established on December 2, 1939
and registered under Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860 on May 15, 1947
(Registration No. 308 dated May 15, 1947). Right from the beginning the
Association organizes All India Adult Education Conference with specific theme
which is of importance for that time. Till 2014 60 such conferences have been
organized. It is a practice that at the end of the conference specific
recommendations are given alongwith declaration which is of importance equally
for the policy makers and implementers. As part of documentation these
recommendations and declarations have been collected together and published
periodically. Such a document has been titled “On To Eternity’. This document
also includes the Presidential addresses. The first such volume cover the period
from 1938 to 1958 which was followed by the second volume covering the period
1959 to 1964 and the third volume was for the period 1966 to 1973.

As part of Platinum Jubilee celebration of Indian Adult Education Association
serving in the field of adult education for 75 years the Volume IV is brought out
covering the period 1974 to 2014. | appreciate all the efforts taken by
Dr. V. Mohankumar, Director and Smt. Neha Gupta, Junior Librarian-cum-
Documentation Assistant to put all the relevant information together in this
volume. | also know well that while preparing this document the compilers would
have faced the problem of missing links due to non-availability of information in
the old records/documents. This is common in documentation which can be
ignored.

| am sure like the other volumes; this volume will also be a good reference material
for the future generation.

April 29,2015
K.C. Choudhary
President
Indian Adult Education Association
New Delhi
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On to Eternity

Dr. M.S. Mchta
27th All India Adult Education Conference
J3-6 November, 1974. Lucknow. UP

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 27th conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

Dr. M.S. Mehta said that the education of the mind and the hand could alone
bring change in economic, social and political programmes of the country.
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28th All India Adult Education Conference
25-27 October 1975, Jabalpur, MP

No record found in IAEA.
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Shri D. Devaraj Urs
29th All India Adult Education Conference
15-18 October 1976. Mysore, Karnataka

As all of you are aware, India has a rich heritage of non-formal education.
Vedas and Upanishads were learnt by heart. There were pandits who had learnt
all the four Vedas by heart and taught their students who came to them. The
teacher and the taught lived together. The students did serve their teachers
faithfully and obediently for more than a decade and learnt all they wanted.
But only a few could make use of the available facility.

Sadhus and Sanyasis devoted the whole of their lives preaching the masses
about good and bad sides of life. Making out livelihood was not a problem to
them: The society looked alter them. But now the pattern is different. Now to
the maximum extent education has become the responsibility of the State. |
need not remind you that Purandara Dasa, Kanaka Dasa, Basavanna, Kabir and
many other saints dedicated their whole life for education and enlightenment
of the masses. Harikathas, Bhajans, Yakshagana were the media of mass
education. Kolkata and other various types of arts gave the rural folk both
pleasure and exercise for body and soul. They had a dual role to play. They
were an effective media of recreation in the rural areas. The remnants of these
folk arts are being still continued. Kannada Sahithya Parishad and Karnataka
State Adult Education Council are doing their best in Karnataka for the revival
of folk arts and folk literature.

Education in ancient India was mostly dharmic in nature. There was a class
of society which dedicated its entire life for education. Some of them were the
_ store-houses of knowledge. These pandits could be considered as institutions
spreading education.

~ The mass education was spiritual in nature. Our epics were the great text
books of the laymen of the country and they provided model situations of life
which could be read and followed. Can we find an Indian ignorant of Ramayana
or Mahabharata? Noble life Rama, saintly brother Lakshmana and the devoted
life of Seetha are always models for any ideal family. The teachings of Krishna
have set maxims which are known for philosophical values all over the world
and are current forever. Was there any paid teacher to impart the values of these
epics to the people? It is very easy to realize that all of this was non-formal
education and voluntary. It is our earnest desire to introduce non-formal
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education to make India richer and I am sure this august assembly will consider
ways and means of making the people more informed and better equipped to
meet the demands of the present day world through non-formal education.

I am happy to refer to the attempts made in this state in this direction in
addition to patronizing the Adult Education Council. The Government has
instituted a Department of Literary and Cultural development which has made
available cheaper editions of Bharata and other classics at a lower rate.

The institution of voluntary adult (non-formal) education which existed lost
its value. The industrial revolution was responsible for the emergence of adult
literacy classes in England in the eighteenth century and this idea was spread
in India. Government servants to learn the English language which improved
their prospects, started night classes on their own initiative and subscribed
among themselves to pay the teachers. This was a sort of functional literacy
which is being implemented today.

The struggle for freedom under the guidance of Mahatma Gandhiji had a
political consideration in educating the masses. Teaching of literacy had a
political consideration. It may astonish to hear that the Britishers kept watch
on the night classes and libraries initiated in Bengal. In the same way, even in
a country like Indonesia which was under a foreign rule, the leaders wanted to
spread political consciousness through the literacy classes. But the Dutch rulers
did not allow the leaders to take up the scheme of literacy. This speaks of the
high potential of adult literacy.

The political freedom we have won through bloodless revolution under the
guidance and inspiration of the Mahatma will have no meaning unless
economic freedom is won for the people. After independence, the Governments
have accepted education as their responsibility. Adult Education which is one
of the component part of education is being given due place in my State. My
Government has allotted 27.5 lakhs to Karnataka State Adult Education
Council, Mysore. In addition, the Belgaum Regional Social Education
Committee handed over by the erstwhile Bombay Government, is given its
right place. I learn that the Karnataka State Adult Education Council has moved
the Government of Karnataka to have one administrative body for serving the
cause of adult education in the State. | consider the proposal as wholesome and
constructive. In addition to these voluntary agencies, the functional literacy
programme for farmers in high-yielding varieties, a Government of India
programme, exists in § districts of Karnataka. Besides, non-formal education
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for the age-group 15-25 is being implemented by both the Centre and my
Government in Shimoga and Raichur districts.

The message of literacy and adult education is being carried on to the masses
under several nomenclatures like adult education, social education and non-
formal education. The common man is not worried about these several
nomenclatures. He wants enlightenment. The Government is very particular to
see that the citizens actively participate in the affairs of Government. No
Government, particularly democratic like ours, can work without the active
participation of the people. People can only participate if they are literate and
enlightened. Democracy and illiteracy cannot go together.

Dr. VK.R.V. Rao, ex-Minister for Education and Social Welfare,
Government of India and Member, Planning Commission, in accordance with
the suggestions laid down in Kothari Commission's report, established a Board
for Adult Education and suggested that every State should have one such Board.
I feel that the present Karnataka State Adult Education Council can fill up that
place in this, State. Leaving Karnataka, probably Haryana is the one State which
has set up a Board for Adult Education. I learn that the Punjab Government has
enjoined the eradication of illiteracy programme to the Government officials.
Mabharashtra has already set an example by its programme of Grama Sikshana
Mohim. All these are good signs and they indicate the importance and
responsibility of the Governments, voluntary organisations and universities.

As we all realise, the ultimate motive is to get the best out of the youth of
the age group 15-25 in making the country happier, richer and prosperous.




Presidential Addresses

Dr. Malcolm S. Adiseshiah
30th All India Adult Education Conference
8-10 October, 1977, Dabok, Udaipur, Rajasthan

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 30th conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

Dr. Malcolm S. Adiseshiah observed that non-formal education methods
should be diverse and varied and its implementation should be concern of
various agencies and not of the Ministry of Education alone. He said that non-
formal education should aim at developing a society based on justice and
equality and should also help in skill formation
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Shri C. Aranganayagam
31st All India Adult Education Conference
05-07 November, 1978. Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 31st conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

Shri C. Aranganayagam said that Adult Education programme would not
succeed if dedicated and devoted volunteers were not available. He said that
adult education was not merely teaching of 3R’s and ultimate objective should
be to promote functional literacy. He said that for intelligent participation in
the various development programmes and to be vigilant it was necessary that
illiterate adults were provided Adult Education.
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Dr. Malcolim S. Adiseshiah
32nd All India Adult Education Conference
07-09 October, 1979, Amritsar, Punjab

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 32nd conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

Dr. Malcolm S. Adiseshiah said that the necessity of forming an effective
State-level Adult Education Association in Punjab to promote adult education
in the State. He said that NAEP was a part of world-wide movement as many
countries in the world were shifting from pilot to national programmes. He said
that adult education should become a part of everyday life of the common man.
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33vd All India Adult Education Conference
02-04 November, 1980. Ahmedabad, Gujarat

: No record found in IAEA.
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Shri V. S. Mathur
34th All India Adult Education Conference
20-23 October. 1981, Patna. Bihar

[ am sure that beneath the apparent normalcy of everyday life, all of you
present here can feel the turbulence of a deep crisis that grips all facets of life
around us- social, cultural, economic and political. The crisis, indeed, is global
and rooted in mankind’s failure to solve the riddle of increasing destitution in
the midst of un-precedented plenty and of abysmal ignorance alongside an
explosion of knowledge and information. In the world of today, power is not
necessarily aligned with morality, nor techniques with ethics and progress with
social justice. While everyone of us cannot but be deeply concerned over the
dire prospects of mounting human misery and increasing potentiality for human
annihilation, it will perhaps be more fruitful if instead of merely talking about
seeking the final solution to this world-wide crisis, we put our minds and
energies to plans of action in the field of our own immediate interest, which
may contribute, howsoever modestly, to that solution

The theme that we have set for our deliberations here is the “Role of Adult
Education in Promoting and Effective Functioning of Rural Institutions and-
Organisations.” In order to find that role, it is perhaps necessary to keep in mind
the existing realities of the rural situation, the scope of adult education and the
functions that rural institutions and organizations should be desired to perform.
I hope it will not be considered out of place, if I briefly dwell on them.

After over three decades of developmental planning, India, even though now
the tenth largest industrial nation of the world, is still largely an agricultural
country, nearly 70 per cent of the population continues to subsist on agriculture
and other rural pursuits. And this has continued to be so for over 70 years,
despite our otherwise admirable industrial development record. The substantial
portion of its rural population is landless, the pace of implementation of land
reforms has been hopelessly slow, rural unemployment and disparities in
income are increasing, and the exodus and push towards the cities continue
unabated, contributing to the growth of city slums, which are seriously
endangering the prospects of urban development.

In the villages, increasing unemployment is continually depressing, living
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standards in many cases going down to sub-human levels. On top of this, the
wide economic and social disparities are giving rise to tensions, which may
reach flash point at any moment. In this situation, economic development itself
is becoming a vehicle for further inequality. as most of it rewards are being
cornered by the few, who constitute the rural elites, for in conditions of gross
economic inequality, those who have more, benefit more from development
and those who have less, benefit less. The biggest obstacle in the way of making
a dent in this woeful state of affairs is the apathy and ignorance of the people
and the resulting absence of their participation in development. To remove of
apathy and ignorance must be the aim of all voluntary organizations and it is
here that adult education has not merely a role to play but a duty to perform.

If, therefore, the task is to dispel the mists of ignorance and to generate the ethos
of popular participation in development in the Indian Indian countryside, adult
education cannot hope to perform it except by growing out of the narrow ruts of
tradition and assume a wider definition and connotation for itself. Its role cannot
be limited to imparting of instruction in the Three Rs or even some other types of
formal education but it must be able to answer the people’s thirst for information
and advice and to enkindle in them a desire to know more about everything that
affects their lives or can make it economically better and culturally richer.

AIM OF EDUCATION

The aim of education, simply stated, is to help the individual to develop into
a harmonious integrated being and to equip a person to discharge effectively
his or her responsibilities in life. It involves the simultaneous development of
the individual’s intellect, power of appreciation, character and physical well-
being to his or her highest potentiality. The development of intellect alone may
not be an unmixed blessing, if not tempered with the development of
appreciation, namely the capacity to arrive at right values and to discriminate
between good and evil. Similarly, the development of both may well prove to
be sterile in the absence of character, that is, the determination and will to live
up to one’s convictions and in the absence of physical well-being that is the
capacity to endeavour according to one’s aims. Together with these, the role of
emotion in development of personality must also not be under estimated in any
scheme of proper education.

A harmonious development of personality can further take place only in a
social context. Living in a society demands constant understanding, adjustment
and cooperation with others. While at times conflict may become unavoidable

12
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and desirable to fight injustice and evil, the greatest progress, as the history of
human civilisation amply reveals, has been achieved through cooperation. The
role of education should, therefore, be to consciously foster and promote it. But
achievement of co-operation needs, in addition to education, an instrument, or
mechanism for its effective realisation — an institution or an organisation.

All educationists will agree that if the aim of education is the development
of personality of the individual, the individual’s personality develops best when
it is offered opportunities for self-expression. This may indeed take various
forms-reading, writing, painting, speaking, participation in dramatics, games
or other physical or cultural activities. Indeed, it is now common ground that
even in educational methods and techniques, those that offer the greatest
possibilities of participation in the educational process are most effective and
are most rewarding. And participation is yet another name for self-expression.
Further, it may be agreed that self-expression, which takes the form of service
to others, has the most beneficial effect on personality. This not only matures
and mellows an individual but, indeed, brings out the best in him in terms of
what are called human qualities of love, compassion and fellow-feeling which
are not only the foundation of all religions but indeed of society itself. Thus,
for achieving our educational purpose, we need to systematically and carefully
tie up all these strands.

ADULT EDUCATION

This applies equally to adult education. In addition, adult education must
not be viewed as a poor substitute for formal schooling but rather as a necessary
part of continuing life-long education. In as much as adult education aims at
the system development of one’s mind and expertise at work and is given at a
time when one has become fully responsible for his own behaviour and
economic well-being, its value may even be more. It is necessary in the
immediate context of its role in Indian rural reconstruction to see it as a national
instrument of promoting and regulating a social change and economic
development. The question of the formal content and methods and techniques
of adult education are too important to be treated summarily and will have to
be determined after much careful consideration and critical examination by
experts in the field.

RURAL ORGANISATIONS
Let me now turn to the question of organisations in rural areas. As you all

13
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know, community development agencies and Panchayati Raj institutions have
existed for a considerable period of time. They have in many cases rendered
useful service. However, the comments of an eminent scholar in the field of
rural development need to be kept in mind. I quote:

“The findings relating to our development experience reveal that the
_ Panchayati Raj or community development programmes showed a lack of mass
participation and involvement. In fact, the beneficiaries of these programmes
were either the village elites or the higher sections of the Hindu caste, thus the
disadvantaged groups were neglected and outpassed throughout. In other words,
the benefits meant for the disadvantaged groups were cornered by the elites of
the society. Thus, the Panchayati Raj and community development programmes
could not fulfill the objective of providing immediate benefits to the masses.
Rather, the development programmes, instead of being the hope of the rural
masses, became the vantage operations of the elites.’

This succinctly pinpoints not only the cause of the poor performance of
official organisations but also the single biggest odd that organisations in the
rural areas will have to content with. Oftentimes, the domination of official
institutions by the rural elites is used as an argument to alienate the masses
from these institutions and to question the utility of their very existence. This
is a dangerous trend, which needs to be combated. The government’s role in
reconstruction of our rural areas is primary and cannot be dispensed with. The
effort on the part of all those interested in rural organizations should be to
ensure the proper functioning of official organisations rather than to discredit
them. There is, no doubt, that the atmosphere of general apathy and lack of
interest of the ordinary rural people greatly contribute to the situation. If the
growth of a component and youth leadership among the village masses can be
achieved, it is bound to have an impact on the functioning of such official rural
institutions for then the rural poor would be able to have organised participation
and an effective voice in the working of the official institutions and plans.

It is quite clear that rural organisations in India, generally speaking, have to
achieve four objectives:

- To bring about a more equitable distribution of assets by creating effective
pressure for land reforms so that economic development does not become
the instrument for further increasing the existing inequalities ;

- To open up other opportunities for employment, in small-scale and cottage

14
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enterprises, by ensuring full utilisation of local resources as well as official

plan resources ;

- To undertake massive campaign of education both for removing the inertia
and frustration of the people and for developing attitude conductive to
peaceful social change : and

- To train a youthful leadership. ready and demanding to participate in
economic and social developmental efforts.

It is not difficult to visualize the type of organisations needed to achieve this
four-fold purpose. Without attempting to prescribe a single proto type for rural
organisations, since that is impossible, I would like to stress on two
characteristics, which are indispensable. The first is voluntariness and the
second exclusiveness from the rural elites.

Voluntariness is necessary, for above everything else; the rural organization
should be able to command loyalty and a sense of belongingness to the people
it wishes to serve. It cannot afford to create an impression that it is in any way
an arm of administration. It is necessary that the organization should be
effective effectively controlled by the people themselves by a well-assured
process of democratic functioning, for this it is necessary that the leadership
of the organisation must come, by and large, from the rural masses and also
that the people pay contribution, however small, for the maintenance and
functioning of the organisation. Contributions will be a necessary safeguard to
ensure both the keen interest of the poor and their effective participation in and
control of the organisation. While the state should provide legislative protection
and other assistance and encouragement such as the involvement of
organisations in the implementation of agrarian reforms and other rural
development programmes, which will signify their recognition, there should
never be an attempt to interfere in the internal functioning or to make the
organizations dependent or subservient to the administration. If this happens,
they will lose all values, both for successful implementation of plan
programmes as well as protectors of the interests of the poor. Indeed, in that
case they would be a poor substitute for the extension services of the State.
While these organisations have to take interest in economic, social and political
questions affecting the rural poor, they should scrupulously keep aloof from
party politics. This is necessary to help retain unity in their ranks lest an
association too close with political parties may bring about rift in the
organisation on party political lines as has unfortunately taken place in the case

15



On to Eternity

of industrial trade union movement.

The exclusion of the village elites from the organisation is necessary for
obvious reasons. Experience shows that the community approach, which brings
in the whole community-the rich as well as the poor-in the same organisation
results in effect in the domination of the rich over the poor. It is only when the
organisation consists of only the rural poor that it can have credibility among
the masses and can stand when needed as their champion against the exploiters.

If a thorough-going economic, social and cultural transformation and the
restructuring of the rural society, which indeed is the call of the hour, has to be
achieved, the importance and urgency of developing such an organisation
cannot be minimised. For it alone can make the marriage between the people’s
needs and the available resources possible; it alone can enable full utilization
of labour of the rural poor and it alone can bring in the desired institutional
change and the effective participation of the people in economic development
to ensure both its successful implementation and equitable distribution of the
gains of growth. But to achieve the above, it must be emphasized again that
such an organisation must become an effective and reliable instrument of the
rural poor themselves and should, on the one hand, be able to assert its will and
* serve interest, and on the other, work as its operative arm in production and for
meeting its various servicing needs of the people.

ORGANISATION OF THE RURAL POOR

The four-fold objectives of the type of organisation of the rural poor that has
been envisaged here will need adequate resources of education at every step.
None of its objectives can be realised until its membership has received and
continues to receive motivation through education to make it succeed. Even in
the case of its function as a rallying point for the poor’s struggle for justice and
equality, education will have a crucial role. It must not be forgotten that the
growth of consciousness among the rural poor cannot but have its inevitable
effect upon the prevailing economic, social and cultural scene in the
countryside. Conflict will develop and sometimes between sections of the poor
themselves. The natural instinct all over the ages has been to resist change and
not unoften this has led to head on collisions. The organisation of the rural poor
can neither be a silent spectator when such eventualities do befall, nor can it
wait for the event to occur before it is seized of it. It must anticipate and from
the very beginning start to engender an awareness of the coming changes and
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inculcates a spirit of acceptance and adjustment towards them. How else, except
through continuous education, can it prepare the people to keep the process of
social change peaceful and non-violent?

It is against this backdrop that the Conference has to find what the adult
education movement can do to promote rural organisations and institutions and
to ensure their effective functioning” We may here recall the resolution adopted
by our 1974 Conference held in Lucknow, which emphasized the need for
strong, representative, self reliant, autonomous, democratic organisations of
the rural poor as watch-dogs of their interests. The resolution inter alia stated:

“The main thrust of adult education in the service of the rural poor should
be to inspire an attitude of radical change and help mobilise organised action.
Programmes of adult education should stimulate and generate such action. Plans
for education and action should, therefore, be within the sane synoptic field as
two closely interrelated activities. Education should lead to action and
participation, which in their turn, would result in promoting further education.
Only then will education and action acquire a dynamic character, fulfilling their
historical roles in the crucial stage of the country’s economic and social
development in conditions of freedom and democracy.’

Evidently, it cannot be the task of the adult education movement to undertake
the creation of organisations of the rural poor. But considering tire large
component adult education requirements in the total effort for rural
organisation, the adult education movement should be ready and prepared to
undertake programmes, which will generate the necessary awareness and
consciousness among the rural people to go for such organisations and later
help the organisations themselves in their educational needs. In fact, it is to
serve our own aim to see that opportunities for adult education are available as
widely as possible; that we must seek the instrumentality of rural organisations
to reach those who are really needy. It has been a common experience that direct
programmes of education mostly benefit those who are already educationally
privileged. The coordination with the organisations of the rural poor will at
least open up access to some education for those who have had none.

Apart from the creation of a new environment in the countryside, the crucial
need of the rural areas is the creation and development of a new trained
leadership to service the rural organisations and institutions. While massive
efforts are necessary for raising the general educational levels and
enlightenment in the countryside, these alone cannot ensure the growth of a
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new leadership from the poorest and weakest sections of rural society. For this
special efforts are necessary. Needless to say that the new leadership is most
likely to come up from amongst the rural youth and it is to this section that
such special programmes of adult education must be addressed. . We must,
therefore, first of all consider the possibility of programmes which will train
enough young people to man the rural organisations and institutions. Our
movement can also help in other ways, particularly by making available to the
rural organisations technical educational equipments, teachers and pedagogical
advice as to the content and form and method of imparting adult education
needed by them.

RURAL SCHOOLS

[ may here be permitted to remind you of a suggestion made by the Adult
Education Conference at Lucknow that rural schools should increasingly
become community centres for the village, catering to the needs of the whole
community i.e. children, youth, adults and women. I think that in the context
of the present discussion, this suggestion deserves serious consideration. The
idea of community schools is by no means new and by now has been the subject
of much study. Several countries have adopted the idea in actual practice with
very satisfactory results. It has been found that the community schools are
specially suited to rural areas. The idea of the community schools envisages an
interaction between the community and the school and considers the latter to
be the focal centre in the community affairs. The community school is open in
the evenings and during holidays and vacations, and encourages adults to make
use of the school facilities whenever they can. There is no disruption of normal
school activities during school hours but outside those hours the school is used
for various purposes of social and cultural activities by the community. The
community school is most suitable for adult education because it is economical,
making additional use of existing resources: it brings together all groups with
- minimum stress and creates a bond between adults and the schools. In a
community school, the transition from youth to adult activities becomes easier
and more natural. The potentialities of the community school as a growth centre
for rural education need to be explored. I am quite sure that if our existing
schools, poor specimens as they are today, are gradually transformed into
community schools, we will reap richer dividends from any investments that
we make for their improvement.
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I may further add that one of the functions of the community-school-cum-
centre should also be the propagation of the various schemes of the government
for self- employment and for rural development. This will create interest of the
population in the school with its obvious advantages. The school may get the
benefit of larger State resources if it is aided by the different departments,
seeking to use the schools the focal point of their development plans. The
school can draw upon the resources meant not only for primary education but
also for adult education, health education, agricultural extension, etc. This
together with increased direct assistance from the State will enable the school
to provide facilities, and the quality of its educational services will improve.

The need of general and civic education for our rural youth cannot be over
emphasized. It is needed not merely for the purpose of creating consciousness
and awareness among them but also to instill a sense of confidence in their own
ability to solve the problems that confront them, to draw advantage from their
better understanding of rural needs and requirements. Making them aware of
government plans and programmes while ensuring better implementation of
government schemes would also give them some hope that their problems after
are not insurmountable and through their own imitative and cooperation with
others they could effectively take advantage of government plans to relive
hardship and misery in the countryside. It must be realized that the future of
our country greatly depends on how soon we are able to achieve a high degree
of efficiency in our rural economy and this efficiency can only be founded on
a sound and broadbased educational system. While the time is short, the need
is desperately urgent and therefore my plea for developing effective institutions
and programmes for both adults and youths in the countryside.

DANISH FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS

I would also like to draw you attention to the remarkable experience of the
Scandinavian countries in the field of residential adult education. I refer to the
Folk High Schools as they are called in Denmark. The institutions of Folk High
Schools have commanded attention of educationists all over the world. In India
it was almost 30 years back that the University Education Commission under
the chairmanship of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan strongly recommended the Fold High
Schools of Denmark for serious consideration of the educational authority of
the country. It is a matter of regret and disappointment that not enough attention
has been paid to this idea in the following years and that a movement, which
has enabled the Danish people to rise “from ignorance and poverty to about the
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highest general level of education and wellbeing of all the peoples of the earth’,
should not have had the the appeal that is its due. The Folk High School
movement was started a century back in Denmark. Referring to the part that
Folk High Schools had played in Denmark, the University Education
Commission mentioned that a third of the rural people attended them while
another third came under its direct influence. It noticed that more than 30
percent of the members of Danish Legislature and 80 percent of the cooperative
leaders, in a country where cooperative play a dominant economic role, were
education at the Folk High Schools.

There is a striking similarity between the conditions in our own country and
those in Denmark at the time when Grundtvig held, “That prevailing higher
education had given young people undefined impressions of a culture foreign
to them and had taught them to neglect their own.” He observed that the
prevailing higher education rested on a system of examination, which students
were glad to take in the hope of “an assured livelihood in government service.’
He saw little love of culture for its own sake. There had resulted a caste of the
educated and the masses of the country were left in ignorance to slave for them.
The aim of the Folk High Schools, he said, “Should not be examinations an
assured livelihood, but for each individual the development and enlightenment,
which bring their own reward.” The aim of the school should be to find “the
common universal subjects to which the students want to develop their time
because of their usefulness or because of the pleasure they give.” Grundtvig
insisted that there should be no examinations of any kind in the Folk High
schools, they were to teach things which are of common interest to the people.

In the ideas of Grundtvig, we may trace some influence of Rousseau but
Grundtvig did not share Rousseau’s fear of civilization. It has been suggested
that perhaps Grundtvig learned more from Fichte’s idea of a “school for youth’
a school for the prospective leaders where “in full freedom, each individual
opens into moral independence as well as- into a strong feeling of fellowship
and responsibility for the society in which he lives.”

Youth, according to Grundtvig, was the proper time for enlightenment. The
child, according to him, has, first of all, right to be a child and the education
given to children must be adapted to their needs. Nor is adolescence the proper
time for such “social responsibility education’ for, according to Grundtvig,
adolescent between fourteen and eighteen needs physical activity and
familiarity with the work he may later have to do. But youth was the age of
mental awakening when the great questions about life are asked. The soul of
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the full-grown youth was far more filled with the questions than it was during
the transitional years and it should be the task of the Folk High school not to
put questions, nor to begin or end with examinations, but to help youth find an
answer to these questions.

The fact that the Danish Folk High School movement has lost none of its
vigour and enthusiasm over the past 100 years is an eloquent testimony to the
strength and authenticity of the idea. With necessary variations, it has been
picked up by many other countries with gratifying results. No institution can
be just picked up from somewhere and grafted on another soil without
modifications in the light of the prevailing economic and social situations and
the peculiar genius of the people concerned. All I wish to stress is that the Fork
High school idea is significant enough to be studied as an educational technique
of great merit and suitability for adoption in the developing countries. If we
study this movement, we can perhaps also get a better insight into how national
and voluntary efforts can be meshed. [ think this is a problem we in India need
to solve as a matter of great priority. A good deal of literature about the Folk
High Schools of Denmark is available and there has already been some
experience of working of similar institutions in at least one of our progressive
States, namely Karnataka. We can study these with profit and learn. If we think
that the central idea is acceptable, we can work out the details of our type of
Folk High Schools in our own way. There is a strong feeling in me that under
the watchful eyes of strong voluntary rural organisations, the provision, through
cooperative efforts of the State and the people, of Folk High Schools and rural
community centres-cum-schools, each drawing from and sustaining the other,
will go a long way in transforming the Indian rural scene.

I am quite conscious of the fact that [ have introduced several ideas without
weaving them into a distinct pattern for the conduct of education in the service
of the uplift of our rural masses. I feel that no one person can do it by himself.
All of you have valuable experience in the field which must go into the making
of'the final pattern. Rural organisations of the poor and their use as instruments
for the dissemination of adult education, the institution of cooperatives, the
community schools, the Folk High Schools and existing educational facilities
atall levels in the country, each seems to hold considerable promise if they can
be integrated into a compact scheme with each of them having a well-defined
scope and function. How it can be done is the task before this Conference. I
am quite sure that the contributions made by all of you here will add to this list
and we will be able to entrust all materials and suggestions coming before the
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Conference to an expert committee, which can put flesh and blood into the
skeleton evolved by the common efforts of this conference.

CONCLUSION

[n conclusion, I would only say that unlike other efforts, educational efforts,
however awry they may get, never end in failure. There is always some result,
even if not to our whole satisfaction. We learn through trial and error and there
is no need to hesitate in taking initiatives although there is need to be cautious.
All of us here are servants in a noble cause. Even if the final answers elude our
grasp, we have the satisfaction of trying and endeavouring for the release of,
though latent but tremendous, potentialities of our rural youth to make
development truly national. Only thus we will achieve our national goals and
only thus shall we arrive at our destiny.
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Shri V.S. Mathur
35th All India Adult Education Conference
22-24 December, 1982, Mhow, MP

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 35th conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

Shri V. S. Mathur said that the absolute number of illiterates had increased
and 42 million more illiterates had been added to the number of illiterates
during the last 10 years. He said that development was measured earlier by the
growth in GNP rate. But that had never been a true indicator of development.
The goal of development these days should be the development of man, he said.
Shri Mathur said that 80% of the expenditure on education was benefiting the
upper class and the poor people were not being helped by the present system
of education. He said that literacy is a means to an end, and its ultimate aim
should be to provide opportunities to continue one’s education.

Shri Mathur said that productive work should be linked with adult education,
as emphasized by Gandhiji. He said that literacy of the whole personality should
be the objective.
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Shri V.S. Mathur
36th All India Adult Education Conference
15-18 December, 1983, Mysore, Karnataka

Why has adult education movement decided to consider the ‘Relevance of
Folk High Schools to India’? This indeed may be the question in the minds of
many of us assembled here. We are perhaps in the midst of a veritable crisis of
many dimensions-economic, social, cultural and educational- and in some ways
indeed of huge Proportions. This, in a way, is putting our basic faith in
democracy, secularism, humanism and social justice to severe test. In such a
situation what is the urgency or even desirability of discussing the relevance
of a form of educational institution or organisation foreign to our soil and which
was developed in the peculiar situation prevailing in a distant land in the latter
part of the 19th century? Is it not more pertinent for adult educators to discuss
the significance of our cherished ideals, such as, democracy. secularism and
social justice and to fully understand their implications for education or only
to evaluate how far we have arrived, where we have faltered and in which
direction we need to move for the attainment of our goals?

IMPRESSIVE ACHIEVEMENTS

Our country attained independence over 36 years back. We are therefore
neither an infant nor a small country. Our constitution is among the most
democratic and liberal in the world and has been framed by people of vision
and imagination dedicated to the cherished ideals which we established for
ourselves during our freedom struggle. The political leaders of our country, by
and large, have been among the tallest in this period of world history, who have
given their very best to the welfare and progress of the country. Our economic
and social progress, measured in terms of industrial production and
productivity, increase in the number of educational institutions, health facilities
and the rest are truly impressive. Statistics are all too well-known. However,
the stark reality also is that despite the above statistics and the truly genuine
efforts on the part of our admirable political leadership the poverty and
unemployment among our people seem to be growing, In fact, each completed
Five Year Plan leaves a larger number unemployed and today over fifty per
cent of our people are living below the poverty level. Even in the field of
education, while the percentage of literacy has gone up. the total number of
illiterates in our country has increased considerably.
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RURAL SCENE

Gandhiji reminded us that India lives in villages. The vast rural population
has benefited much less from economic social and educational efforts of the
country than urban community. Indeed, the extreme poverty, lack of economic,
educational and cultural opportunities are compelling promising and
enterprising young people to withdraw from village life and escape to the cities.
We have noticed from the world history that the greatness of a nation does not
long survive the disintegration of its rural life. With the progress of
industrialization cities naturally grow and thrive but they can do so only if they
are constantly replenished from the rural population. The reserves of life and
power for cities are provided by vigorous rural life. In the case of our country,
the reality is that there is a continuous drain of talent and energy from the rural
areas to the cities and there has been very little, if any, in the form of return to
them, with the result that villages are continually becoming impoverished
economically, socially, culturally and educationally. This must be put to a stop
if we are to establish India of our dreams and India of the dreams of Gandhi,
Nehru and Tagore.

ONSLAUGHT ON DEMOCRACY

I think [ can say without any fear of contradiction that India is one of the
contradiction that India is one of the few countries which have retained a
democratic form of government while yet struggling to develop economically and
socially after a dark period of colonial exploitation. I would further also say that
in few developing countries of the world, if any, people enjoy as much freedom
and liberty as we do in this great land of ours. While this is so, I should not be
understood to mean that there are no faults or difficulties with us. It has been
alleged that this liberty and democratic set up have been cleverly exploited by
vested interest — “the demagogue without principles, the capitalist without a social
conscience and the politician without vision.” The ordinary people are unable to
exercise any real power to safeguard their interests, rights and privileges. Unequal
distribution of wealth and opportunities has continued which is not only an
economic and social but also cultural injustice. The deterioration in our national
cultural and moral standards has reached such depths indeed that even some well-
meaning persons have begun to think that the above may be the natural attributes
of democracy itself. There are voices raised in favour of more discipline and some
control and restrictions for more effective and quicker realization of our goals of
economic and social development and more efficient functioning of our
government and its institutions.
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The onslaught on democracy is often both from extreme right and extreme
left. Totalitarian regimes are often impatient of dissents and attribute them as
causes of inefficiency and slow progress. The older generation amongst us
would perhaps remember that the Fascist and Nazi education, if indeed we
could describe it by such a noble word, were extremely narrow, intolerant and
racial to the extreme as was indeed their regime. Fortunately, there is no danger
of any one in our midst propagating that type of ideology or that type of
approach to education. With all its faults and all its imperfections we believe
in democracy for the simple reason that so far no better system has surfaced
which could ensure greater respect for truth and freedom and faith in the human
spirit.

Man thrives and. develops best in conditions of freedom. The infinite latent
potentialities and possibilities of man can be realized only if he is permitted
opportunities for free and unhindered self-expression. So far there has been no
better system which assures development of the human individual and the
varied talent of the human being.

Those who decry democracy or its performance may consider if the remedy
lies in less of democracy or more of democracy. It is not true that in conditions
of gross economic and social inequalities, mere political opportunity in the
shape of one man one vote has not always achieved its cherished ideals.
Political democracy alone does not achieve its full promise in the midst of gross
economic and social inequality.

ATOMIZED OR ORGANIZED DEMOCRACY

The individual in an atomized democratic set-up feels helpless, even
impotent, to safeguard and promote his own interests, and indeed to be effective
in putting forward his ideas and views. In order to achieve his objectives, he
must cooperate and combine with others. The issue therefore is atomized
democracy or organized democracy. One of the greatest tragedies of our times
has been the lack of full appreciation of this crucial issue and cur failure to base
our experiment in political democracy with-out the full appreciation of the
crucial role which organisations of the people like trade unions and
organisations of the rural poor inevitably play in assuring the individuals to
enjoy more fully the fruits of a democratic set-up in a free society. Our
community approach though admirable in many ways, would become more
meaningful in achieving its purpose only if organisations of the people are
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allowed their proper scope and role in the functioning of the community
institutions like Panchayats and even cooperatives. How this can be brought
about perhaps a much wider question which may indeed require a veritable
conference for its consideration-and that of political scientists rather than
educationists! The question for our present consideration is whether our
approach Adult Education and Democracy to education has promoted or
hindered our progress towards real democracy?

ELITIST OR MASS EDUCATION

Educationists in our country are nearly unanimous in decrying the
educational system we inherited from our colonial masters. Of course, our
colonial masters developed a system to meet the special needs which they had
in view. But all that had been developed need not necessarily be rejected. We
should not throw away the baby with the bath water. Only our approach has
obviously to be different. The issue really is whether there should be
concentration on the elites-social, economic, intellectual- or much greater
empbhasis, than has been hitherto evident, on the education of the masses. While
able and qualified men are needed to man our administration and economic and
social institutions, there is also a need for “fine resources of culture, leadership
and wisdom to be distributed throughout the population.” The University
Education Commission which had stalwarts like Dr. Radhakrishnan and Dr.
Zakir Husain as its members, has reminded us “that the rank and file of men
have often been deprived of their best elements and their potential leadership
as a result of a typical attitude towards democracy which is not that it eliminates
privilege, but that it gives everyone a quick chance to ‘get ahead’ of others in
the competition to escape from the mass of men and join the more privileged
classes.” They have emphasised that “important as it is to keep open avenues
of development for the especially gifted, society has even more fundamental
need ...Our ideal for the gifted person among the common people, that he shall
escape into an environment of culture and economic privilege, results in his
leaving behind a yet more sodden mass of uninspired and unenlightened people.
With this prevailing ideal. the very equality of opportunity of a political
democracy accelerates the tendency towards a population composed of subject
masses and ruling classes.’

The Commission has further asserted that, “for a continuing democracy it is
essential that our programme of liberal education shall not promote the escape
from the common people of the culture which that education generates, but,
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shall inspire able students to remain common people, in and of the people,
acting as their servants and leaders and raising the whole social lump.’

LIBERAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

John Dewey in his characteristic way has commented on the familiar
attitude among educators calling for liberal education for a small elite group
und vocational education for the masses. He declared: “I cannot think of any
ideas more completely reactionary and more fatal to the whole democratic
outlook.’

The philosophy of Plato which laid emphasis on the rule by an intellectual
elite was severely criticized by Nicolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, the
originator of the idea of Folk High Schools. Grundtvig wrote: “people in our
~ day shout themselves hoarse about freedom and culture, and that is certainly
what we need. but the proposals for attaining them usually have the same
fundamental faults as Plato’s Republic where guardians of freedom and culture
themselves swallow them both up, so that the people for all their labour get
only proud tyrants to obey and to support, and if that can comfort them, to
admire and deify.

The University Education Commission has further asserted that “leadership
which cannot express itself in the shoes of the common man is rather rural ship
than leadership. Was not that Gandhiji’s message?’ It further poses the issue:
“How to achieve intellectual discipline and culture which gives quality to
leadership, and yet to maintain identity with the common people, is a problem
which has seldom been solved.” The view of the University Education
Commission was that the Danish experiment of Folk High Schools has
contributed greatly to the solution of the above issue and therefore India could
considerably profit from their experience.

The people’s Folk High Schools also challenge another assumption of
intellectual elites that a long period of study with conventional ‘cultural’ subject
matter in High School and College is necessary to produce liberally educated
men. The concept of Folk High Schools is based on the assumption that
education is not identical with formal intellectual trainings and that men can
become educated without being intellectuals, and that intellectual are not
necessarily education men. Grundtvig wrote: “Scholarship is one thing and
education and fitness for life is another; they may well be united but not in the
case of majority, they must not be hostile to each others. Scholarship will lead

28



Presidential Addresses

scholars astray if it is not confronted by an education of the people which
obliges it to take present-day life into consideration, just as education of the
people will soon degenerate into a superficial polish if the scholarship does not
keep it alive.” These are profound statements which deserve the earnest
consideration of our Conference.

QUALITY OF THE PEOPLE

We find the echo of the above ideas in the writings and speeches, of our
foremost thinkers, writers and leaders. Since the days of Bharati essays
during the 1880s Tagore strongly advocated the diffusion of education
among the masses. The valiant efforts of Gokhale in that direction in 1910
are well known and it is also well known that many of our educationists and
educated people were not only indifferent but positively hostile to Gokhale’s
Bill. Yet the sheer correctness of the above position is borne out by history.
The main defect in the educational system of ancient Greece and Rome, we
have been told, was that education had been confined to the upper classes
and mass education had almost been ignored which, it is pointed out, was
largely responsible for the decline of both the great civilizations. Universal
education was one of the main planks in the programme of Martin Luther
and his followers whose brand of Christianity is today the religion of the
Danish people. The movement of Reformation was based on it and later
during the 17th century the “Pansophic’ movement of the Sense-Realist
advocated universal organization and dissemination of knowledge of the
sciences for the general improvement of mankind. In our times Nehru has
observed: “In the ultimate analysis, a country’s development or position is
due to, and can be measured by, the quality of its people. Everything else is
secondary; money and this and that is completely secondary, primarily it is
the quality of the people.’

Tagore has pleaded that “education should be broadbased on the masses; that
the educational institutions should be living organism of the life of the
community, and that no education can be complete unless the teachers and the
students came to know the needs, and problems of the common people
intimately and correctly and go out to serve them in order to bring joy and
enlightenment in their life.’

SOCIAL JUSTICE
One eminent educationist of our country not long ago stressed that “in our
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present-day context, a passion for social justice and quickening of the social
conscience’ was most important so that “our young men and women will learn
to demand for others-irrespective of caste, or creed or race or nation-the good
things that they desire for themselves.” And a truly educated man is intensely
sensitive to the sorrows and joys of his fellowmen. His sympathies are not
circumscribed and his loyalty is not narrowed down by prejudice. Romain
Rolland gave an eloquent expression to the sense of unity of the mankind when
he declared:

“One is the more alive, the more one embraces life, the more one’s own well-
being enlarges to become the well-being of others. And the duty of those most
alive is to nourish with their substance those less alive-to come to the aid of
the weak and the suffering, the oppressed, the miserable. The sublime cry of
Vivekananda -’"My God, the suffering people’ - is fitting appeal to our energies.
God struggles in the combat for individuals and for peoples who are defrauded
of the light and of the vital air and who should regain them. He who loves God,
- let him defend Him among the millions of those who are oppressed by
injustice and social inequality.’

ISSUES

It is remarkable that in spite of wealth of ideas and visions of our foremost
thinkers and educationist, and forthright statements of our political leaders, so
little has so far been done to transform them into practice. The issues for the
consideration of our Conference are: What should be the orientation of our
educational policy? What should be its philosophy? What Institutional
structures, organization, methods and techniques in the field of education are
basic to the development of qualities of personality and character of an
individual and most conducive and vital for the successful functioning of
democracy?

The Folk High School movement of the Scandinavian countries has achieved
impressive results for the education of the masses. The movement, it is said,
has enabled the Danish people to rise “from ignorance and poverty to about the
highest general level of education and well-being of all the people of the earth.’
It has helped to establish a social order where few have too much and fewer
too little. Speaking on the need for enlightenment, Grundtvig has warned us:
“The sign of the times and events of the day show all too clearly that without
such natural, gentle and salutary enlightenment, which has been shamelessly
neglected everywhere, the hour will strike in all countries when the masses of
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the people who have been treated unnaturally and debased to the life of cattle,
will and must, sooner or later rise like wild beast and render as- under all that
is human.” We can afford to ignore this warning at our own peril.

Only by developing educational institutions on the lines of Folk High
Schools for promoting education of the masses as well as by encouraging and
reviving our various indigenous forms of mass education will we be able to
take the country out of the present morass. Only thus will we be able to advance
towards our cherished goals and only thus will we achieve our destiny.
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Barrister M.G. Mane
37th All India Adult Education Conference
16-19 October, 1984, Varanasi., Uttar Pradesh

It is estimated that about 850 million people in the world are illiterate. Out
of these about 50 per cent are in India alone. But if we take illiteracy rate among
women the situation becomes more alarming. Three out of four women are
illiterate as compared to one out of two men in this country. Greater efforts are
thus needed to spread adult education among women. Realising the enormity
of the problem, IAEA decided that its 37th Annual Conference should address
itself to the task of identifying all the factors related to education of women.

The Education Commission (1964) recommended that education should not
be equated with the formal school system and there should be organized outside
the formal system educational programmes based on multiple point entry, and
part-time and own-channels of study. It recommended development of non-
formal education on a large scale for out-of-school children and adults so that
education may be universal and illiteracy may be liquidated. The
universalization of elementary education in the country by 1990 cannot be
achieved with illiterate mothers. It calls for large scale organisation of non-
formal adult education programmes for women.

Education has an important contribution to make in reducing inequalities,
not only in the educational status of women but also in all other aspects of
development. The achievement equality of education for women depends not
only on the provision if adequate educational or physical facilities, but also on
many structural, cultural and social factors.

The National Board of Adult Education at its meeting in New Delhi in
November 1’993 also stressed the need for stepping up programmes of
women’s education as educated women form the greatest instrument for
national development.

Our adult education programme has three components - literacy, social
awareness end functionality. Literacy education besides developing among,
adults the ability to read and write should also help to pursue self study and to
have access to resources of knowledge. Awareness should help to liberate the
minds of adults from the bondage of harmful traditions, conservatism,
prejudices and superstitions. Functionality should help adults to improve their
vocational skill and the capacity to raise the quality of their life.
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Educating a woman means educating not only an individual but a family, as
a woman is not only an individual, but also a wife, a mother and a citizen.

It has been observed that women are more sensitive and receptive to new
ideas but their main difficulty has been paucity of time for participating in non-
formal education programmes as women both in rural and urban areas are
involved in work for the whole day. To solve this problem, education should
be taken to the places where women work.

Women find difficult to participate in adult education centres there is nobody
to take care of their children at home. If provision is made to take care of
children, their participation will increase.

It is distressing to note that 195 districts in the country have a literacy rate
which is below the national average of 24.88 per cent for women. The literacy
rate among women can be increased if women women organizations at the
grass-roots level are established. Their own organizations will be in a better
position to motivate them for adult education programme.

Some States have taken bold steps with regard to education of girls,
particularly the States of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. Madhya Pradesh
has made education free for girls upto M.A. The State Government of
Maharashtra has made education free for girls upto secondary level irrespective
of their parents’ income. It has also adopted one lakh girls under Savitribai
Phule Adoption Scheme. The State has also decided to provide free education
all the children whose parents’ income does not exceed Rs. 10,000/~ per annum.
These measures, I am sure, will be helpful in increasing the literacy percentage
in the country.

Among the various problems which women learners have to face are low
health statuses both personal and that of the family, inadequate nutrition, social
and cultural oppression, and ignorance of protective legislation. The non-formal
adult education programme for women should take care of all these aspects in
addition to literacy education.

Teaching material for adult education for women must be based on their
needs and interests. It should be attractive and relevant to their lives. Timely
supple of teaching-learning material is also essential for the success of an adult
education programme for women.

Traditional and mass media have a great role in promoting adult education
and should be properly harnessed at local level. Traditional media like
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Kathavachan, Bhajans, Kathputhli, Garba, Nautanki Jatra should also be
utilized. These will not only be helpful in motivating the adults but would also
act as an effective means of social change. The modern media like T.V. and
films if properly utilized can go a long way in the promotion and development
of adult education in the country.

The need of the hour is to provide qualitatively better programmes in adult
education, rather than aiming at numbers. Adequate thought should be given
to the content, keeping in mind the regional variations. The government should
also involve more and more voluntary organization in his work. Voluntary
organizations have a sense of commitment and involvement and are more suited
for conducting effective adult education programmes.

The Conference, it is hoped, would make recommendations to provide
strength and new direction to the movement of Adult and Non-formal Education
for Women.
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Barrister M.G. Mane
38th All India Adult Education Conference
20-23 December, 1985, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 38th conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

In his presidential address emphasized the need for organising short duration
literacy campaigns for attracting people in large numbers to the programme.
He said women’s education should receive priority as large numbers to the
programme. He said women’s education should receive priority as large scale
illiteracy prevails among them. This would help in enrolling more children in
schools and in checking the drop-out rate, he felt.
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Barrister M.G. Mane
39th All India Adult Education Conference
25-28 October, 1986, Surat, Gujarat

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 39th conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

In his presidential address said that there was an urgent need to intensify
Adult Education Programme to ensure people’s participation in development
and for reducing poverty, disease and starvation.

He said that in spite of various development programmes in the country, the
gap between the educated and the illiterate, the haves and have note had
widened. Ignorance of the people was the biggest obstacle in reducing these
disparities and it was imperative that Adult Education Programme be taken up
on a large scale.

He said that it was a fact that science was benefiting selected pockets of
people while the majority of the population remained rooted in ignorance, and
superstitions with suspicious attitude to new advances. No technology had
reached rural areas where the women were still steeped in the drudgery of
household work.

It was important to create forums where people could obtain basic scientific
knowledge pertinent to their way of life. He called upon the voluntary
organizations engaged in adult education to inform the people about the hazards
of environmental deterioration. They should reach out particularly to the rural
poor, he added.

Barrister Mane said that universities should be involved in preparing
television programmes meaningful for the rural population, the print media and
publishing houses could also help neo literates by bringing out simple books
on science and technology in various languages.
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Prof. B.S. Garg
40th All India Adult Education Conference
28-30 December, 1987, Rewari, Haryana

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 40th conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

Shri B.S. Garg said that all round development of an individual should be
the aim of adult education.

He emphasized that voluntary organizations should be fully involved in the
adult education programme as they were close to the people. Shri Garg
emphasized that every literate in the country has a sacred duty to provide
literacy education to the illiterates and deprived people of the country.
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Prof. B.S. Garg
41st All India Adult Education Conference
28-31 October. 1988, Aurangabad, Maharashtra

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 4 st conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

He said that the attitude of the people has to be changed if adult education
has to produce results in the country. He said each-one-teach-one programme
should be taken in right earnest and if the educated people take upon themselves
the responsibility, the 8 crore people in the age-group 15-35 will become literate
by 1995 as stipulated in the National Literacy Mission
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42nd All India Adult Education Conference
(Golden Jubilee Year) 22-25 May, 1989, New Delhi

No record found in IAEA.
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Prof. B.S. Garg
43rd All India Adult Education Conference
24-27 May, 1990, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 43rd conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

Prof. BS Garg said that for the success of the programme instructors should
be adequately paid. He stressed that recognized voluntary organizations should
not face any problem in receiving financial assistance in time from the
Government.
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Prol. B.S. Garg
44(h Al India Adult Education Conference
26-29 October, 1991, Kolkata, West Bengal

India’s long tradition of adult education is as old as our civilization itself.
From the earliest drive for adult education, which was launched in the two
princely States of Mysore and Baroda in the beginning of this century, to the
National Literacy Mission launched in 1988, is a long story of experimentation
in various facets of adult education.

The National Literacy Mission was set up in pursuance of the directive of
National Policy on Education (1986) as a part of action to make 80 million
illiterate persons in the age group of 15-35 literate by 1995. The objectives of
NLM are highly commendable as they indicate a time bound and target oriented
approach. Functional literacy, according to NLM document implies (i)
achieving self-reliance in literacy and numeracy, (ii) becoming aware of the
causes of their deprivation and moving towards amelioration of their condition
through organisation and participation in the process of development (iii)
acquiring skills to improve economic status and general well being and (iv)
imbibing values of national integration, conservation of the environment,
women'’s equality, and observance of small family norms. Functional literacy
according to NLM is preparing man for a social, civic and economic role that
goes beyond the 3R’s.

Are we achieving the objectives of NLM under the present programme
which has become more or less a pure literacy programme which has become
more or less a pure literacy programme? Our experience shows that most
illiterate adults are not interested in a mere literacy programme. In order to
achieve the desired results literacy has to be linked with skill learning
programmes. In the ideal situation literacy should come as a part of skill
learning and may not be the starting point at all. This is easier said than done.
A continuous and sustained effort has to be put in to make adult education a
part of the integrated development plan for a particular area. Any scheme of
adult education, if'it is proved useful and purposeful and is acceptable to target
groups, has to take note of the broad economic situation in the country. There
is large-scale, under-employment in rural areas. These people are mostly living
below the poverty line. Adult education should help the majority group of the
working poor by arranging directly or with the help of other agencies, skill
development and income-generating programmes.
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

With the limited resources it is desirable that the existing educational
institutions should be utilised for adult education. The village school should be
given the responsibility to banish illiteracy in the village in which it is
functioning. This has been tried in many developing countries and should be
tried in our country too. There should be a separate adult education teacher to
work for non-formal education of out-of-school children and for the education
of adults. In other words, the school should provide facilities for the education
of both children and adults under one roof and under single supervision.

The universities and colleges also have to play a significant role in this
endeavour. But to secure tire participation of students’ adult education should
be made a part of the curriculum. The central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) has taken the lead in not only including promotion of literacy as part
of work experience in its curriculum but from October 2, 1991, has also started
a Special Adult Literacy Drive (SALD) in which students will undertake actual
literacy teaching as a part of the programme and will be awarded marks. It is
obligatory for the schools to undertake illiteracy work through students’ and
award credit for undertaking the programme. This will enable the large student
forces both at the school and college levels to meaningfully participate in the
programme. With their active participation it would not be difficult to achieve
the objectives of making 80 million people literate by 1995.

ADULT EDUCATION FOR WOMEN

Adult Education programme for women should not be confined to literacy
education only. Women have to be empowered, so that they are not exploited.
They should be prepared to exercise the various legal and constitutional rights
of equality in work, decision-making and political life. Adult Education will
have to lay emphasis on bringing women to a point where they could be equal
to men in the male dominated society of ours.

Adult Education is a developmental programme. It is therefore, essential that
the grass-roots beneficiaries should be associated with the planning and
implementation of the programme. Awareness building in the present
exploitative society is a task which adult educators must perform with a sense
of mission, commitment and dedication because enlightened citizens’ society
of ours.

42



Presidential Addresses

VOLUNTARY EFFORT
An active voluntary adult education movement has now developed in the

country and this should be made full of. The Government being the main

funding agency in India, it is but natural that the major financial support would

come from the Government. The role of genuine voluntary agencies in this task

should not be underestimated. Such organizations have more freedom in day

to day working for innovations, and bold experiments. But, under NLM, the

voluntary agencies are to provide education to about 10 percent of the illiterates.

In reality even this is not being done. At various for their roles are over

emphasized but in reality their role is minimal. The need is to have prior

consultation with well established voluntary organizations while formulating

the programme. Adequate public funds should be placed at the disposal of .
genuine voluntary agencies in order to enable them to share a sizeable part of
the burden of adult education work. Government should promote the voluntary

effort, but there should not be interference in the internal autonomy, subject to

overall accountability (for proper use of public funds). Both large and small

voluntary groups should be entrusted with the work. They should be provided

adequate funds to carry out the programme effectively. The present grant-in-

aid pattern of pro viding money on per learner basis may not attract many well

established agencies to undertake this work. The money is too low to undertake

any worthwhile activity. There is no provision to cover administrative cost

without which the programme cannot be implemented properly.

The topic of the conference: Approaches to Total Literacy is very significant
at the present juncture. The aim is to achieve total literacy, i.e., 80 to 85 percent
literacy. But how to achieve this goal is debatable. The present emphasis is on
enrolling volunteers under Total Literacy Campaign. Kerala has been declared
total literate on 18 April 1991. Prior to that Ernakulam in Kerala was the first
district to be declared total literate. Are we in a position to achieve the
objectives of NLM under the Total Literacy campaign through volunteers? To
me, it seems a difficult task. Even the first objective of achieving self-reliance
in literacy and numeracy may not be fully achievable.

APPROACHES

In such circumstances, what should be the approaches for Total Literacy?
Centre-based approach to me, basically is a sound approach through which the
major objectives of NLM could be achieved. But instead of removing its
deficiencies, we have moved to other approaches. The centres could not give
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the desired results because of non-availability of committed, dedicated and
competent people on a low honorarium of Rs. 100 p.m. Had we provided
adequate honorarium, we would have succeeded Lack of proper space and non-
availability of finance for covering the awareness and functionality components
were some of the other causes for not getting desired results through the centres.

The NLM document mentions about 56 evaluation studies which were
undertaken during the National Adult Education programme. They mentioned
about some plus and minus points of the programme. But not much effort was
made to remove the shortcomings revealed in the evaluation reports. NLM was
launched with the same structure and budget. When shortcomings are not
removed, disillusionment is bound to be there. But that does not mean that there
is something wrong with the basic concept.

The ‘Each one Teach one’ approach launched in 1985 through college
students was a non-starter. It was started without proper planning and country-
wide consensus on the subject. The kits were produced in large numbers and
were distributed to universities and colleges. But not much use was made of
the kits. The major reason was disinterest of teachers and students, because no
academic credit or incentives were given to them.

To me, the objective of total literacy cannot be achieved through a single
approach. Different approaches have to be adopted as the situation warrants.
The institution implementing the programme should be given freedom to use
the approach which is most suitable for the group and the area. The voluntary
organisations and universities have to be given a bigger role not only in
implementing the programme but also in training, material production and
monitoring and evaluation. The role of Government should be minimal.
Implementing it largely through bureaucrats may not give the desired results.
It should be avoided as far as possible. But their active cooperation to the
implementing agency is a must for its success.

To check relapse into illiteracy, the neo-literates have to be provided
continuing education opportunities. We have with us earlier experience of lapse
into illiteracy in the Gram Shikshan Mohim of Maharasthra which otherwise
was a successful venture. The post —literacy and continuing education needs
of neo-literates have to be worked out before the commencement of the
programme. There should not be any time lag between one phase and the other.
The entire Kerala was declared totally literate on April 18, 1991 but the second
phase of post-literal has not started as yet. It is feared that many neo-literates
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might have relapsed into illiteracy.

The Jana Shikshan Nilayams can meet the learning needs of neo-literates
and other people of the community it there is JSN in every village or one in
two adjoining villages and the Prerak is a full-time person to look after the
multifarious activities of a JSN. We cannot achieve much with part-time Preraks
on a very small honorarium.

The problem is not only to make people literate but also to provide them
with sufficient opportunities to sustain their literacy.

To conclude, adult education work should not be the work of only few people
but the whole nation. Adult Educators should think seriously on this issue at a
time when the unity of the country is being threatened. In Rajasthan there was
a provision whereby a person could become a Sarpanch of a village if he was
educated and 1 feel that such measure should be introduced in the rest of the
country. Similarly, it should be made compulsory for students to spend some
time in villages before they are promoted to the next higher class.

If such steps are taken now, they would go a long way in giving a boost to
the literacy Programme.
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Prof. B.S. Garg
45th All India Adult Education Conference
12-15 June, 1994, Ajmer. Rajasthan

It is in the fitness of things that Ajmer which has achieved total literary has
been selected for the 45th All India Adult Education Conference. The State of
Ragasthan has launched a comprehensive programme for Total Literacy. The
State where literacy rate is quite low as compared to many other states in the
country is on the move to achieve total literacy. Dungarpur has also achieved
total literacy. Six other districts are on the threshhold of achieving total literacy.
With expansion and strengthening of elementary education programme and the
total literacy programrne being undertaken for adults, Rajasthan may achieve
“Education for All, by 2000. I hope that this conference will give a further boost
to the programme of adult education in the State.

The Constituteion of India gae due consideration to the need for a lieterte
population and universal education for all children as a crucial input for national
building. The Five Year Plans also gave emphasis on providing educational
opportunities to the children and adults. This resulted in establishing a number
of institutions for spread of education in India. The number multiplied many
times but still the goal of providing basic education to all countinues to be
elusive.

Education is the second highest sector of expenditure after the defence. A
little more than three percent of the Gross National Product (GP) of the country
is spent on education. But still India spends much less on education as
compared to many developing coutnires. The recommendation of the Educatio
Commission (1964-66) to increase it to the level of six per cent did not find
favour with the planners. It is now proposed to increase it to sex percent it the
Ninth Five Year Plan. The educational programme in the country will get a
boost if it is really increased to six percent.

The expenditure on elementary education in fact has come down
considerably during the successive Five Year Plans. It was fifty six percent in
the First Plan and declined in the successive Five Year Plans. In the budget of
1994-95, the budget for elementary education is 543 crore out of total budget
of education of Rs. 2423 crores.

Inspite of a specific provision in the Constitution to endeavour to provide
free and compulsory education upto the age of 14 by 1960, progress in this
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sector has been dismal. The country has reached a gross enrolment level of 93.4
per cent at the primary level. But the enrolment among girls is still very low. It
was 75.5 percent according to the document Challenge of Education —a Policy
Perspective issued by the Government of India. But the disturbing thing is that
those who enroll, drop out very soon. Of 100 enrolled only 25 children reach
class VIII. This all add to the mass of illiterates in the country. This not only
erodes the gains from extended coverage but also leads to the waste of scarce
resources. It is thus essential to revamp the entire system so as to ensure
retention for at least for five years so that a child is able to acquire a minimum
level of learning.

To achieve the objective of the total literacy in the context of education for
all the adult education programme has to be streamlined. Literacy has not so
far become the felt need of the illiterate masses. Inspite of much publicized
Kala Jathas, Nukad Nataks, etc. there is not much demand for literacy. Unless
the demand comes from within, the desired results in the adult education
programme cannot be achieved. The reports from different quarters about the
functioning of Total Liteacy Camaigns (TLCs) are not very heartening and need
irnprovement places. There is a need to create conditions for participation of
illiterates in the educational process in a more meaningful way.

In the EFA, the education of women is to be given the central place. Their
education and participation influence the poverty alleviation programmes and
improvement in the wages of female workers. Seven districts of Rajasthan
where large women’s development programmes with a strong emphasis on
education have reported a much large women’s development programmes with
a strong emphasis on education whave reorted a much higher level of women’s
participation in poverty alleviations programmes.

Creation of a thirst for knowledge and a mechanism to reach out to it, is an
important point to be solved. If it is achieved then education will become an
instruement of liberation.

To achieve total literacy by the year 2000, start has to be made right from
the pre- school. The pre - school education component in the ICDS is to be
strengthened. It should not by and large remain a health care and nutrition
programme. To achieve this the family of the child including parents, grand
parents should be involved in the implementation of early childhood care and
educational activities. This will go a long way in supplementing the efforts
made at the ICDS in education, health and nutrition programme.
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Non- formal Education for children in the age group 9 - 14 will have an
important place in the target of achieving education for all by the year 2000.
While giving clear preference to systematic schooling, the need for education
of children who could not attend school for one reason or the other has to be
taken care of Particular attention has to be paid to girls whose enrolment in
NFE has been quite low at present.

The NFE at present is not receiving the attention it deserves. The funds
provided are far short the need. There is also lack of faith among functionaries
and families who are supposed to benefii from it. The low honorarium given
to instructors is not attracting competent and committed persons for the job.
The proper training to the functionries is also lacking. Agencies undertaking
NFE programme should take responsibility of the specific area and should see
that all children of the area get education through formal or through non -
formal education.

In NFE, the instrucutor plays an important role. His/her honorarium is not
only to be raised, the quality of training should also be improved and
opportunities provided to him/her for continuing education. Avenues for
promotion should also be made available to them.

The involvement of voluntary agencies should be enlargd and should be
allowed to take up flexible progamme oriented to needs and interest of the
learners. The delay in remittance of grants to voluntary agencies has to be
reduced so that the instructor/preraks interest continues. Care has also to be
taken in the selection of voluntary agencies. Only those agencies which are
committed to the cause should be involved. The monitoring system has to be
made more effective so as to assess the efficacy of the programme with
reference to achievement and retention of learners.

For imparting literacy to the illiterates in the 15-35 age- group, the emphasis
should be givn to Mass Literacy Campaign through volunteers intesnsifed in a
selected area. But along with this the centre based approach may also be
adopted as and when needed. The centre based approach did not give the
desired results because of certain deficinencies. The deficineics like poor

quality of training, lakc of commitment among the functionaries and lack of

capacity among instructors to impart literacy instruction were pointed out be
some fo the evaluation studies but not much effort was undertaken to overcome
them. With the reomoval of these shortcomings, the centre-based approach can
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still be used effectively. I think smaller projects with not more than 30 centres
should be encouraged both at the Government and NGO sectors.

The volunteer-based approach can also give substantial results if studentds
and teachers of schools and colleges are actively involved in it. But they have
to be given some incentives particularly the students. Adequate incentives are
a must for their meaningful participation in the programme.

The housewives and elderly persons are keen to work for literacy if properly
motivated. Many of them were motivated through the TV slot, but they were
neither provided material in time nor proper training was given to them to
undertake the work effectively. There should not be a time gap between demand
and supply. If a volunteers offers his/her services, the material should be
provided immediately otherwise the motivation will vanish after sometime.

At present the main emphasis for achieving literacy education is through
total literacy campaigns. It is in operation fully or partially in about 260 districts
of the country. The results vary from state to state. What could be achieved in
Ernakulam in Kerala which already had a high rate of literacy and overall
environment favourable for acquistition and retention of literacy may be
difficult to achieve in other places. The question is whether the campaigns
launched in areas which are predominantly illiterate are successful? The reports
from newspapers, seminars, conferences and from some othef quarters do not
speak much about the success of the campaigns in these areas. It is high time
to undertake some evaluation studies through it reputed external agencies to
find out the efficacy of the programme and the future of the campaign and their
expansion should be based on findings of the study. The Committee set up by
the Government of India should give its interim report at the earliest so that
further expansion of the prograrnme should be based on the suggestions made
by the Committee.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Education is a life-long process. Continuing education of the masses acquires
a place of great omportance to achieve the objective of total literacy in the
Education for All

Libraries are the best source of self education. A concerted effort has to be
made to revive the system where it is not in existence and to strengthen it where
it is in existence. Libraries and reading rooms in schools and colleges remain
unutilised in the the evenings. They should be made available for use in the
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evening by adults. The further expansion of Jan Shikshan Nilayams which has
been slowed down at present has to be reconsidered. The whole scheme
formulated about eight years ago has to be revused so that it can effectively
meet the needs of new —literates and of the educated in the communities in
which they are functioning. But still there are large hopes from JSNs and their
expansion should not be curtailed.

As we approach the 21st century we have to ensure Education for All. The
elementary education in formal schools has to be made more relevant and need
based. The NFE programme has to be given the same status as that of the formal
education and then competent persons will be available. More resources are to
be provided for NFE to make it meaningful. The literacy in the age-group 15-
40 has to be achieved at the earliest through various approaches. All these things
should go simultaneously so it we move towards the goal of a learning society
by the turn of the centry.
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Prol. B.S. Garg
46th All India Adult Education Conference
9-11 March. 1996, Vadodara, Gujarat

The importance of post literacy and continuing education programmes has
now been universally organised. But at many a times these programmes are not
undertaken systematically and and with as much care as desired. By and large
the post literacy programmes are organised after the literacy drives are over
and at times after a long gap. The results into relapse into illiteracy and neo-
literates are left to live in ignorance and cultural deprivation. The situation has
to be changed. In fact the post-literacy and and continuing education
programmes should be undertaken before literacy campaigns are started. This
will create favourable climate for learning and would create motivation even
among the non-literates to learn and acquire literacy skills.

The post literacy and continuing education programmes should aim at
reinforcement and stabilization of literacy skills; enhancement of the
comprehension and understanding of the subjects taught as part of general
education; opening new avenues for learning vocational and social skills
necessary for social and economic betterment and reinforcement and
acceleration of the process of conscientization and communitisation for
securing rightful place in the socio-economic order and for sharing the benefits
and opportunities made available by the advancement of science and
technology.

The scheme of Jan Shikshan Nilayam (JSN) in the NLM was conceptual
very sound. It was the first attempt to institutionalize adult education. But it
had some basic deficiencies which which proved to be bottlenecks in achieving
the desired results. The multifarious activities of a JSN were difficult to be
achieved by a part time prerak of Rs.200/- p.m. There was no proper place for
the Nilayam. Had we provided permanent and sufficient space for the Nilayam
and have appointed a full time prerak, the results would have been different?

The recent proposal of the Government of India to start Continuing
Education Centres (CECs) in every village is welcome. It will solve some of
the pitfalls of JSN. But many still remain unsolved. The Prerak again is a part
time person with a poor honorarium. The budget both recurring and
nonrecurring is again on a low side which will not be sufficient to carry out the
multifarious activities of a CEC. It is a better to have a relook at the entire
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scheme of CEC so that it does not meet the fate of JSNs. Before the scheme is
implemented it is necessary to organise zonal seminars to discuss the scheme
in which representative of Government, non-governmental organizations and
universities should be invited. The scheme should be launched on the basis of
the recommendations of the zonal seminars. The proper functioning of
Continuing Education Centre will be an important step in achieving the
cherished goal of a learning society.

The Ghosh Committee recommendation to add two rooms to any existing
public building in a village - one for library and the other for continuing
education is a very important suggestion and should be implemented without
delay. The permanent and sufficient space for a CEC will definitely make it a
functional centre. '

In places where CECs are not started, it is essential to start a village library.
The libraries play an effective role in checking relapse into illiteracy. There is
an unrevocable relation between literacy and the library and for the good of
both this relationship should not only be maintained but strengthened. But to
keep the readers interest alive in the library it is essential that there should be
constant flow of new books to the library.

The mobile library also plays a significant role in the post literacy and
continuing education. It provides the right book to the right reader at the right
time and right at the door step. But the books in the library should be of reader’s
need and interests. Areas not covered by CEC and rural library should be
covered by a mobile library.

In the strategies for post literary and continuing education, publication of a
newsletter occupies an important place. It has the distinct advantage of
stabilizing of reading and writing and providing current information to the neo-
literates and to the other members of the family right at the door step. Some
PL/CE districts have started publishing newsletters. But the need is to multiply
the efforts so that neo-literates get useful information for betterment of their
lives. But before starting a newsletter the persons connected with the work
should be properly oriented in editing, publishing and distribution so that the
right message reaches the people at the right time.

A number of strategies are needed for achieving the objectives of post
literacy and continuing education. The visual media can also be used for the
purpose. In any programme of post literary and continuing education the
community should be the focus. If that is done it will create the necessary
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motivation among the non-literates also which is very much lacking. In addition
to vocational courses, the training courses in health and family welfare, national
integration, nutrition, human rights and environmental education would go a
long way in the social and economic progress of the country.

The Panchayati Raj Institutions should be closely involved with post literacy
and continuing education work. They can also fruitfully link literacy and post
literacy programmes with development activities. The village panchayat should
b entrusted the responsibility of starting a village library where it does not exist.
Self learning opportunities will enable the people to participate effectively and
meaningfully in the functioning of the Panchayati Raj Institutions.

The aim of the post literary programme should be to ensure the continuity
both of the education and developmental processes initiated through the literary
programme. Ultimately it should be the responsibility of the community to take
over the programme so that continuity is ensured and post literacy and
continuing education centres should become community centres in letter and
spirit.
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Prof B.S. Garg
47th All India Adult Education Conference
27-30 November, 1997, Haridwar, Uttarakhand

He said that it is my privilege to welcome all of you on this important event
of 47th All India Adult Education Conference. This welcome is all the more
important as during this year we are celebrating our 50th Anniversary of Indian
Independence and are standing on the gateway of 2 1st century. This is the time
when we should take stock of what we have gained and what still remains to
be done. What strategies we adopted and where we succeeded and where we
could not achieve the expected results? We have purposefully selected the
theme of the Conference entitled “Adult Education: Challenges for the 21st
Century’ so that adult educators throughout the country could think, do
brainstorming and contribute to the national objective of fully literate India and
a ‘Learning Society’. Many of you might have gone through the proposals of
the working group of the Planning Commission on Adult Education for the
Ninth Five Year Plan 1997 — adult education. Rapid changes are taking place
demographically, sociologically, technologically and economically and new
structure based on people’s participation (specially the Panchayati Raj) are
being built which need serious thought and consideration on the part of Adult
Educators. Some of the thoughts on the important issues, I would like to share
with you.

It has been fully recognized that literacy facilitates development specially
in Social Sector, Health, Primary Education, Women's Development, Labour
and Industry, Rural Development, Poverty Eradication and other critical areas
of development. But at the same time grinding poverty is also an important
factor in the success or failure of a literacy programme. Only by relating to the
literacy programmes to the removal of poverty can adults be involved as their
interest in literacy can be aroused by ensuring that literacy will enable them to
lead a better life. Two important questions are raised in this regard — what do
people want to do with their gains of literacy and social awareness? How can
they be helped to help themselves as individuals and as groups? Satisfactory
answers could be given to these questions only when adequate and meaningful
opportunities are offered to them to use their gains in Literacy and Awareness.
Adult educators have to initiate action in this area.

Moreover 73rd and 74th amendments to the Constitution has enabled the
State Legislatures to endow the Panchayats with such powers and authority as
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may be necessary to enable them to function as institutions of self-government.
Adult and non-formal education has been specified as one of the matters in
relation to which responsibilities can be entrusted upon Panchayat for
implementation of the programmes and schemes. Panchayat Raj functionaries
have major role to play for mobilisation of people and effective implementation
of literacy programmes in the country’ Orientation and training of Panchayat
Raj functionaries are under planning and implementation phase. The task force
the nation is quite challenging and we all need to contribute our mite.

Social awakening and women’s empowerment is an important agenda before
the nation. Sex ratio decline in our country is a cause of concern and this
imbalance has to be checked. Our experiences on literacy have been quite
encouraging in this area. The impact of literacy oil women’s lives has often
been dramatic. Experiences of Pudukkottai in Tamil Nadu and of Nellore in
Andhra Pradesh have shown how women have been empowered at individual
and collective levels as a result of their participation. In the case of Pudukkottai,
rural women who participated felt a new sense of freedom as they learnt how
to bicycle and this acquired physical mobility. They also acquired a new sense
of ownership as as many women workers in stone quarries acquired ownership -
rights through new constituted women’s cooperatives. The implementation of
73rd and 74th constitutional amendments in Rajasthan have legitimized the
status of Panchayat and urban local bodies and the over whelming participation
of women in decision making process in these bodies has also empowered the
women. Instances are not lacking when literacy programmes have activated,
articulated and led the women to participate effectively. Women who attended
the literacy classes have become in many cases villages Sarpanch, Biock
Pradhan, Zilla Parishad Pramakuh and conversation with them reveal that credit
goes to literacy. However these are very few instances where literacy has
worked as a vehicle for empowerment in the wider struggle against inequality
and injustice in society. Through adult education programme in the coming
years it should become a movement of social awakening and empowerment
which needs active involvement, commitment and full participation. This is an
enormous task before the nation and adult educators.

It is heartening to note that success of literacy campaigns in our country has
been greatly due to voluntary efforts and as many as 10 million volunteers are
engaged in teaching-learning process of whom 62% are women and girls. But
unfortunately there has been very limited role of voluntary agencies. There
has been reluctance part of ZSS’s to involve voluntary organisations and give
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" them a significant role. Partially this has been due to the traditional lack of
confidence between the bureaucracy and the NGOs. Now under the present
leadership, the working group report makes a genuine attempt by proposing a
greater and larger role for voluntary agencies. The scheme of assistance to
voluntary agencies is proposed to be modified and I quote from the report:-

“Major modifications proposed for the 9th Plan include the extended role of
the VAs to undertake continuing education programmes for the large number;-
of neo-literates emerging out of the TLC/PLC programmes and other targeted
beneficiaries. Adequate emphasis will be given to cover primitive tribal groups
and SC/ST women from the identified scheduled areas of launching the literacy
related activities.

Special attention and incentives would be given to such voluntary agencies-
which undertake a literacy programme in the schedule areas, financial
assistance for DRU Projects, evaluation study projects and other innovative
projects would be enhanced in terms of financial assistance.’

This is very encouraging development and we should accept this with greater
sense of responsibility and fully complement the Government efforts. Rather I
would say that Literacy, Post-Literacy and Continuing Education Programme
during the next century should be a coordinated effort of all the development
agencies, government structure, voluntary agencies, corporate sectors and
above all a sense of commitment of all individuals.

I should also remind all that our Universities have been the temple of
learning but the University Departments of Adult & Continuing Education in
most cases have not been assigned the proper and dignified role which they
deserve in literacy campaigns.

These departments in many cases also face uncertainties of continuation and
I therefore plead with full determination that these departments should be
further strengthened by Ministry of Human Resource Development and UGC
and their expertise fully utilised in the academic pursuits as well as in
implementation of the programme. At the same time [ will advise the University
Departments also not to sit in their own ivory towers, conducting their own
researches and remaining aloof from the community but play a useful and
practical role. Fortunately working group on Adult.Education has recognised
that most of the departments have not been able to contribute meaningfully in
the literacy programme. In the 9th plan this lacuna is sought to be redressed
and it is proposed to involve universities much more significantly in continuing
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Education specially in providing resource support, evaluation, research and
documentation on TL/PL and CE programme etc. I am happy with this positive
development.

If we review the recent past we see that National Literacy Mission was
established in 1988 and in 1989 unique experiment in Ernakulam District of
Kerala gave us a new insight of campaign approach which was characterized
by large scale mobilisation of persons through a multifaceted communication
and motivation strategy. The Ernakulam experiment, with its new multi-
pronged approach as a breath of fresh air and what began in a small,
unassuming way in a few districts in Southern India has today spread into
country wide campaign in 429 of India’s 520 districts. Post-Literacy campaigns
have been launched in 175 Districts and Continuing Education programmes in
about 30 districts. When we see across our vast country, we see a hopeful sign
and this is because of the flexibility of approach. The gains have been
remarkable in most cases and two out of three learners are invariably women.
Literacy promotion has been greatly successful among scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe population.

I genuinely believe the efforts made under National Literacy Mission have
been commendable at certain places. The campaigns, as reported, have yielded
certain social spin-offs and have promoted the cause of women’s equality; have
led to higher enrolment and retention of children in primary schools; enhanced
participation in family welfare programme; greater acceptance of the message
of immunization and decline in infant mortality rate; promoted social, cultural
and linguistic integration and communal harmony; increased awareness on
social issues; helped to operationalise grassroots level structures like VECs;
and have resulted in a cultural revival of folk traditions.

But there are grey areas and Hindi Heartland has been lagging behind and it
was found that it was difficult to make headway as the rate of literacy especially
among women was very low and there was absence of voluntary efforts in these
states. | am very much concerned on this issue as bulk of illiterates are in the
Hindi Heartland and we all will have to devote more energy and make efforts
in this direction.

As I mentioned earlier we are on the door steps of 21st century and it was a
moment of soul searching when we have to resolve to strive harder for
achieving the goal of learning society. I think in this direction our effort has to
be that the concept of literacy adopted at the national level needs fuller

57



On to Eternity

implementation and it should not confine only to achieving self-reliance in
literacy and numeracy alone but emphasis also has to be on “becoming aware
of the cause of one’s deprivation and moving towards amelioration of
conditions through organizations, and participation in the process of
development, acquiring skills to improve the economic status and general well-
being and imbibing the values of national integration, conservation of
environment, women’s equality, observance of small family norm etc. In other
words, Adult Education concept should be fully implemented and not limited
to literacy achievement only. The concept of lifelong learning has to be
institutionalized in the system of education specially for adults. The work force
need to be updated in their knowledge and skills for meeting out the demands
of industry. The spread of communication media is opening new avenues for
~adult education specially devising programmes through distance learning
techniques. Demographic changes are taking place and life expectancy has
almost reached to 62 years and the senior citizens need diverse and flexible
approaches to adult learning for variety of interests and activities. Education
for sustainability and sustainable development is an important agenda before
the nation and adult educators have to play an important role. Population and
Development Education in holistic manner is a priority area and we need to
devise innovative and creative programmes. These are the tasks before all of
us. and I am confident that fraternity of Adult Educators will be able to prove
their capacities and capabilities in a coordinated manner.

Indicators lead towards optimistic approach and after reviewing the overall
scenario I am also optimistic that India will be fully literate in near future and
our dream of learning society will be fulfilled and we will enter in 21st century
with a successful and strong scheme launched by NLM called “Continuing
Education Scheme’.

I feel happy that working group on Adult Education has gone to the extent
of recommending cent percent financial assistance for the entire Ninth and
Tenth Plan period so that states don’t have difficulty in accepting the scheme.
But we feel that the state and community involvement and participation is
absolutely essential for the success of the programme.

This scheme seems to be a noble scheme and if implemented in real spirit,
it may bring remarkable improvements at individual and community level and
we will be marching towards achieving the dream of life-long learning. The
key of adult learning as discussed in July 1997 in International Conference on
Adult Education at Hamburg will be “Learning for all’ and Life-long Learning
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in 2 1st Century as committed by us at the international forum. Our commitment
is strong, our vision is clear and hopes are bright and with this spirit | welcome
you all again on the eve of the 47th All India Adult Education Conference. On
behalf of the Association, I assure the adult education community, our full
cooperation in all endeavours of national importance specially to literacy
movement, universities, state governments, VAs and other concerned with this
great nation building activity. ]
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Prol. B.S. Garg
48(h All India Adult Education Conference
19-21 December, 1998, Bangalore. Karnataka

The concept of learning throughout life has beer emphasized by thinkers,
philosophers and scholars since ancient times. The acquisition of knowledge
from cradle to the grave is an age-old concept expressed in different ways by
scholars. Learning throughout life has also been stressed by various
International Conferences, Commissions and Committees set up from time to
time by UNESCO.

The Faure Commission report titled “Learning to be: The world of Education
Today and Tomorrow: (1972) stressed the need for lifelong learning in the
following words: “We propose lifelong learning education as the master concept
for educational policies in the years to come for both developed and developing
countries.’

But in practice, learning throughout life has not been achieved because life
has been divided in different stages, the period of childhood and youth is
assumed to be the time for learning and the rest of life is meant for main pursuits
of action when the skills and attitude learnt in the first phase are to be applied.

Education in India over the years has been developed as a remedial action
object being to fill up the gaps that might have been left in the preparatory stage
of life.

The terminal concept of education is not adequate in the present social,
economic and technologic al context. Today education does not give the
stimulus that can last throughout one’s life. Much of the information and
knowledge gathered in terminal education gets dated. Replenishment f the
earlier knowledge and seeking new information and knowledge is the need of
the hour. A person will become completely obsolete if he/she does not keep
himself/herself abreast in the era of information technology. There are propel
who gain from scientific and technological revolutions and get new and
lucrative jobs. These who do not move with this revolution suffer from
unemployment, underemployment, compulsory early retirement and social
marginalization. Therefore, it is important to provide opportunities for further
education and training to those who have affected or likely to be affected by
the technological revolution. The Delor Commission Report (1996) states: “The
continuing education is in large measure a response to an economic demand. It
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enables firms to acquire the greater skills needed to maintain employment and
gain a competitive edge. At the same time it provides people with opportunities
for updating their knowledge and improving their earning power.’

Another factor which calls for learning throughout life is increase in life
expectancy life is increase in life expectancy of pole. The average expectation
of life has gone from 23 years in the Thirties to over 60 in the Nineties. The
ageing person today not only requires more wage-earning opportunities in order
to keep going, but also seek opportunities to function more actively as a citizen
and for creative expression as an individual. The adult educators should provide
soil for cross fertilization of theory and experience. The Fifth International
Conference on Adult Education held in Hamburg (Germany) in 1997 has
stressed the need for education by promoting a new vision of older adults as
autonomous, responsible persons and a productive force in society.

The breakdown of tradition at a faster pace calls for opportunities for
education to check the disharmony happening between older and younger
generations. The older people do not try to improve their traditional outlook
about the new generation and the younger people live in their own environment
and do not adjust to the values of their elders. The result is lack of
communication between the two generations. In addition stretching from
childhood to the end of one’s life, the dynamism of changing values and
worthwhileness of traditions could both be incorporated. Lifelong learning will
provide opportunities to understand each other better.

With increase longevity. old couples have to live by themselves over much
longer periods that they did as young couples. They have to learn to adjust
themselves to each other because as young couples their children provide
common interest. Old people thus need education which would help them to
live properly in each other’s company.

For achieving the objective of learning throughout life, some changes in
formal education are also needed. Education in schools and colleges has to be
made sufficiently attractive so that the young people may feel like returning to
it when they grow old. It should create an aptitude and sustain the desire for
learning. If creativity is properly cultivated at schools and colleges, then the
urge for self-learning would not cease. This would necessitate a major change
in the method of teaching and overhauling of teachers’ attitudes in teacher
training programmes.

Educational institutions will have to continue contacts with their alumni all
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throughout their life to advise them where necessary and to act as a point of
reference for problems and information.

Work experience should form a part of formal education. It is more
meaningful when it is related to work. This would bridge the artificial gulf
between men of thought and men of action. Along with mass literacy, functional
literacy, the skill development programmes are matters of great urgency. They
will help in improving living standards and achieving prosperity. The skill
development has been much emphasized in adult education, but has not been
adequately covered so far. The need is to incorporate it meaningfully. Those
already employed also require updating of professional capabilities. They
require on-the-job training and orientation courses.

The mass literacy programme launched in the country has achieved good
results at certain places. But its continuity has not been ensured. The follow-
up programmes at many places have not started immediately after the literacy
programme. In Kerala, it took two years to start the post-literacy programme.
It has resulted relapse into illiteracy. No system of adult education will succeed
and leave permanent results unless continuity is ensured.

The Continuing Education Centres (CECs) being established in India will
provide opportunities not only to neo-literates to continue their education but
will also provide opportunities to the community as a whole to involve itself
in the learning process. But to achieve this, the CECs will need to be provided
proper physical facilities and should not be starved of funds as happened with
the Jan Shikshan Nilayams.

Liquidation of illiteracy should not be the responsibility of the Education
Department alone. Departments of Agriculture, industrial organizations and
others have to involve themselves in the eradication of illiteracy programme.
For the education of adult men and women, different techniques not confining
to the centre/class room approach have to be employed.

Informal education has a great role in making learning lifelong. Film,
television and radio should not only make their programmes entertaining but
also informative and educative. If the media take the responsibility seriously,
the masses will get an opportunity to continue learning throughout life.

Adult education should be taken as a tool of human development and self
reliance. To achieve this, public institutions, private companies, voluntary

62



Presidential Addresses

organization, professional associations, and media, etc. have to share their
experience and resources and can thus give new dimensions to achieve the
objective of learning throughout life.

I conclude with the Hamburg Conference declaration, which says: “we are
determined to ensure that life-long learning will become a more significant
reality in the early twenty-first century. To that end, we commit ourselves to
promote the culture of learning through the “one hour a day for learning’
movement and the development of the United Nations Week of Adult
Learning.’
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Prof. B.S. Garg
49th All India Adult Education Conference
11-13 March. 2000, Lucknow. Uttar Pradesh

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 49th conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

Prof. Garg said the ‘Education is Fundamental Right’ of every citizen. The
education is axis of allround development of human being. Poverty, illiteracy,
terrorism, social inequalities, socio-economic problems are the challenges of
21st century which we have to meet. The Adult Education has a vital role to
play. The Programme should be conducted on mass level with social emphasis
on rural and slum areas, women, economically backward sections of the society.
The National Literacy Mission, Universities, SRCs, SVPs and a large number
of NGOs are working in this area with great zeal and the progress made so far
is significant. We will achieve total literacy through Post-Literacy Programmes
and Continuing Education.
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Prof. B.S. Garg
50th All India Adult Education Conference
19-22 December, 2001, Shegaon, Maharashtra

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all to the 50th All India Adult
Education Conference on'1991-2001'- A Decade of Literacy: Role of State and
Civil Society being organized by Indian Adult Education Association. As you
know, progress of literary in India during the last decade (1991-2001) has
surpassed all earlier efforts in this direction. Literacy rate in India in the
beginning of the present century was just 5.3 per cent. In a period of 50 years
from 1901 to 1951, the literacy rate of the country could hardly improve by
11.4 percentage points, when it reached 16.7 per cent for total Population
including children of age group 0-4 (18.33 per cent for population aged 5 years
& above) in 1951. Average decadal growth of literacy during the five decades
(1901-51) was only 2.3 percentage points per decade. What was lacking was a
'will' on the part of the British Rulers of the country to provide education to the
masses of the country. Educational facilities were limited only to certain
sections of the society. Our national leaders realized the importance of mass
education and the Constitution of the independent India provided, "The State
shall endeavour to provide within a period of ten years from the
Commencement of this Constitution for free and compulsory education for all
children until they complete the age of fourteen years". The community
Development Programme of the First and Second Five Year plans of 1951-56
and 1956-61 provided for Social Education including Literacy, for Adult
Population of the country. The literacy rate during the decade 1951-61
improved by about 10 percentage points from 18.33 in 1951 to 28.30 in 1961.
But the progress of literacy rate in the country could not be maintained even at
this level during the next three decades. Literacy rate rose to 52.21 per cent by
giving an average decadal growth rate of only 8.5 percentage points during the
four decades from 1951-91. The literacy rate has progressed by 13.17
percentage points during the decade 1991 -2001. It has risen from 52.21 in 1991
t0 65.38 in 2001. The rise in literacy rate during the decade 1991-2001 is about
1.6 times the decadal average of the last four decades. This achievement of the
last decade has been appreciated at all levels. Unesco has awarded '‘Noma Prize’
to the National Literacy Mission of India. The census Report of India has
designated the period 1991-2001 as the ‘Decade of Literacy’. Indian Adult
Education Association is happy to know about this level of appreciation in the
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literacy scenario in the country during the last decade. The Nehru Literacy
Award which is given by the Association every year for best literacy efforts in
the country was awarded to National Literacy Mission. Pace of literacy during
the last decade has increased tremendously due to various factors. Credit for
this achievement firstly goes to the state. The civil society and the community
at large have also contributed immensely in this achievement.

2. Eradication of illiteracy has been one of the major national concerns of the
State policy. National Policy on Education - 1986 laid down that ‘The Nation as
a whole will assume the responsibility of providing resource support for
implementing programmes of educational transformation, reducing disparities,
universalisation of elementary education, adult literacy'. National Literacy Mission
was set up in May 1988 with a view to adopting mission approach in combating
the problem of illiteracy. The Mission imparted a sense of urgency and seriousness
to adult literacy programme. On the basis of a successful experiment in the State
of Kerala, an area specific, time bound and result oriented literacy campaign
approach was adopted by NLM in different parts of the country. The NLM
realized, that literacy was not the concern of one Ministry or department or agency
but it was the concern of the entire nation and all sections of the society. Total
Literacy Campaigns for different districts of the country were envisaged on the
'Ernakulam model' of the Kerala State. An organizational structure for a district
literacy committee (Zilla Saksharata Samiti) was evolved. It comprised of (I) A
support system provided by district administration (ii) full time functionaries and.
area coordinators and (iii) participatory people's committees at district, block and
village levels. The campaign approach sought the support of both the Govt. and
non Govt. organizations. Community support was considered very essential for
the success of a literacy campaign. Creation of a favourable environment for
launching the literacy campaign in a district was considered as a prerequisite for
mobilizing community support for TLC. For creating a favourable environment
both among the educational sections of the society and among the non-literates,
support of all types of media, viz. electronic, print, folk and traditional was utilized.
TV, radio films, newspapers and other means of modern media were engaged in
taking the literacy message upto the remotest corner of the country. Kala Jathas
became a popular local medium for covering the target groups of each literacy
campaign. Folk dances, dramas, music and puppetry also played a vital role in
communicating the messages and motivating the learners to join literacy
programmes. Different sections of the civil society viz. the educational institutions,
the teachers, the students, the lawyers, the doctors, employers and employees of
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different organizations, Panchayats and other local Governments were
participating in the literacy campaign in one form or the other. Some of them were
involved in motivating the learners, while others were engaged as literacy
functionaries in teaching, supervision, administration, monitoring and evaluation
of literacy activities.

3. The initial Target of NLM was to make 80 million non-literate persons in
the age group of 15-35 years functionally literate and to cover 345 districts of
the country by 1995. The target was revised to 100 million persons to be made
literate by the end of the 8th Five Year Plan (1992-97). Total number of non
literates in the age group 15-35 in 1991 was 121 million comprising of 44
million male and 77 million female. NLM laid emphasis on the coverage of
female and weaker sections of the society. Initially the educationally advanced
States having higher literacy rates responded. Proposals for literacy campaigns
came from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Pondicherry,
West Bengal etc. Response from the low literacy states of the Hindi belt was
not encouraging. NLM laid special emphasis on the c-overage of districts with
low female literacy rates. As a result of sustained efforts at all levels, by the
year 2001 the literacy campaigns reached 559 out of 588 districts of the country.
NLM has reported that 84 million persons have been made literate as a result
of the adult literacy programmes launched by NLM. A large proportion of the
Total Literacy Campaigns have graduated to Post literacy (292 districts) and
Continuing Education stage (95 districts). This follow up of the TLC campaigns
is essential to retain the literacy skills of the neo-literates. The literacy
campaigns have also encouraged higher enrolment of children in schools
particularly in the low literacy States. 2001 census has revealed that the low
literacy States of Rajasthan and Chhatisgarh have gained by over 20 percentage
points in their literacy rates during the decade 1991-2001. Rajasthan which was
having a literacy rate of only 38.55 per cent in 1991 improved its literacy rate
by 22.48 percentage points and reached at the level of 61.03 per cent literacy
in 2001. Chhatisgarh also gained by 22.27 percentage points from 42.91 in
1991 to 65.18 in 2001. Literacy rate of Madhya Pradesh improved by 19
percentage points and that of Uttar Pradesh by 16 percentage points. This shows
that except Bihar, the other low literacy states of the Hindi belt made substantial
efforts to raise their literacy rates during the literacy decade of 1991-2000 as
compared to the national average of 13.17 percentage points.

4. The Civil Society has been raising the issues of disparity in providing
educational facilities to women and the weaker sections of the society. Several
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NGOs raised these issues. Women organizations raised the issue of women
empowerment. Several studies indicated that lack of education of the girl child
and women was one of the important factors responsible for inhibiting the
social and economic progress of women. Response of the women in joining
the literacy campaigns was tremendous. About two third of the literacy learners
were women. Enrolment of girls has also increased in schools. They now form
about 45 per cent of the total enrolment in primary schools. During the decade
1991-2001, female literacy rate has increased by 14.87 percentage points from
39.29 percent in 1991 to 54.16 per cent in 2001 as compared to an increase of
11.72 percentage points in case of male literacy from 64.13 in 1991 to 75.85 in
2001. Increase in female literacy in case of Rajasthan and Chhatisgarh was by
about 24 percentage points and it was about 20 percentage points in Madhya
Pradesh and over 18 percentage points in case of Uttar Pradesh. State and the
civil society have joined hands in reducing the disparity in the literacy rates of
the male and female sex during the decade 1991-2001. Evaluation studies of
the literacy campaigns have shown that these campaigns have contributed in
raising the level of awareness regarding education of their children among the
parents. Public Report on Basic Education in India by the Probe Team observes,
'we find that even in the PROBE states of Bihar; Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh (where parental apathy is likely to be most spread) most
parents attach importance to their children's education. The Literacy Voyage -
areport on the external evaluations of Rajasthan - indicates, "It may be inferred
that TLC in Rajasthan had a significant impact in upgrading the Human
Development Index (HDI) after 1991.

5. India is now marching ahead towards the goal of attaining a sustainable
thresh hold level of 75 per cent literacy. NLM has set a target of achieving 'this
goal by the year 2005. Community rnobilization and participation have been a
striking feature of the last decade. The NLM provided the guidelines, the
leadership and contributed funds to a large extent, the State Governments also
shared their responsibility in organizing and funding the literacy campaigns in
their own area. It was the civil society specially the NGOs, universities,
Panchayati Raj institutions, the teachers, students and the community who
provided the needed support and strength to the literacy campaigns. During the
course of this workshop, we will conduct a critical review of the role of the
State, NGOs and universities in raising the level of literacy in India during the
last decade and would also consider future programme of action to achieve the
goal of attaining the thresh hold level of literacy.
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Dr. G. Pankajam
S1st All India Adult Education Conference
27-29 December. 2002, Gandhigram, Tamil Nadu

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 51st conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

He pointed out that just reading and writing does not account for literacy
and that is why the university is very keen on developing human resources.
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Shri K.C. Choudhary
52nd All India Adult Education Conference
31 October-02 November, 2003. Gurgaon, Haryana

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 52nd conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

IAEA is a National level agency which has been providing vital support to
literacy and adult education programmes in the country since 1939. It has been
-organizing annual Conferences on important issues of Adult and Life Long
Education
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53rd All India Adult Education Conlerence
23-20 September. 2004, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

No record found in IAEA.
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Shri K.C. Choudhary
54th All India Adult Education Conference
16-18 February, 2006, Bhubaneswar, Orissa

(The full text of the Presidential Address for the 54th conference is not
available. The highlight of his address was as below )

Shri Choudhary said that JSSs and NGOs should come forward on their own
initiative and play a leading role in the implementation of quality of life
improvement prgromees. He felt that voluntary effort was very much needed.
He also informed the delegates particularly those form university system that
UGC was also going to proive more funds for audlt education. He hoped that
Govt. will play attention to the recommendations of this conference.
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Shri K.C. Choudhary
55th All India Adult Education Conference
21-23 February, 2007, Abu Road, Rajasthan

No record found in IAEA.
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Shri K.C. Choudhary
>0th All India Adult Education Conference
04-07 December, 2007, Shegaon, Maharashira

Respected Madhukar Rao Ji, Chairman, Rashtra Bhasha Prachar Samiti,
Wardha & Ex. Speaker, Maharashtra Legislative Assembly; Shri Bhau Sahib
S.S. Patil, Vyavasthapak, Shri Gajanan Maharaj Sansthan’s College of
Engineering; Shri Rameshwar Neekhra, Chairman, MP State Bar Council, Shri
Kailash Chandra Pant, Secretary, Madhya Pradesh Rashtra Bhasha Prachar
Samiti, Bhopal and Chairman, MP Branch, IAEA Shri W.G. Wakde, Principal,
Shri Gajanan Maharaj Sansthan’s College of Engineering, all the office bearers
of IAEA.

I have the great privilege to welcome you all for the 56th All India Adult
Education Conference in Shegaon. We have purposely chosen this place not
only because of the good physical facilities available but also it is a religious
place with rural atmosphere. As you all aware that the theme of this conference
is ‘Adult and Lifelong Learning Opportunities in XI Five Year Plan’.

[ look back to the road that we crossed over the years and feel proud for the
achievements made by the Indian Adult Education Association. Not like many
other organizations in the country, we organize such conferences not for record
sake but for action. If you see the themes of the conferences held so far you
would understand the importance of the topics chosen for the development of
Adult Education field in particular and the society in general. This year also
the theme chosen is pertinent to the field as we are standing at the doors of the
XI Five Year Plan.

I wish to tell you about the very purpose of establishing IAEA in the year
1939. If you see the history of India, at that point of time, the entire country
was under foreign rule and lakhs of people fighting for freedom under the able
leadership of our beloved leaders. Many leading personalities thought that it
was not only important to get independence for the country but also to wipeout
many social evils like illiteracy, lack of proper education to children, poor
health facilities, poor sanitation facilities, ignorance, lack of industrial

- development, lack of scientific knowledge about agricultural operations, etc.
Hence, they thought that unless these are solved or faced with vigour, the
independent country couldn’t progress at all. Hence, like-minded people joined
together to work for the progress of the nation by working in selected fields of
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social sectors. IAEA is one such organization established at the national level
for the betterment of education in general and literacy in particular.

Today the literacy percentage of the country is 64.84 percent. Even today a
large number of the areas - rural, remote hill regions have decimal literacy rate
which needs to be attended to immediately. According to 2001 census, about
150 districts have literacy rate of women below 30 percent, which is not good
for a developing country like India.

Hence, there is an urgent need to plan and implement need-based
programmes to enable the neo-literates to further their education and illiterates
receive their basic literacy skills. Many may think that it is the responsibility
of the Government. A massive programme like this cannot be tackled only by
the Government machinery but needs the support of one and all in the society.
Special responsibilities are on the hands of educated like us.

This conference will give an opportunity to discuss all aspects about the
lifelong education in the plan period and your contribution is utmost important.

I thank once again and welcome you all for assembling here for a yeoman
cause. Jai Hind.
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Shri K.C. Choudhary
57th All India Adult Education Conference
19-21 December, 2008. Kolhapur. Maharashtra

Respected Prof. M.M. Salunkhe, Vice Chancellor, Shivaji University,
respected Shri Bhaskar Chatterjee, Principal Adviser, Planning Commission,
Govt. of India, Dr. Madan Singh, General Secretary, IAEA, Dr. V.
Mohankumar, Director, IAEA, Prof. Bhalbha Vibhute, Director & Head,
Department of Adult and Continuing Education and Extension Work, Shivaji
University, all the delegates and friends.

I have great pleasure to welcome you all in the 57th All India Adult
Education Conference. Indian Adult Education Association was established on
December 2, 1939 and today it is 69 years old. All these years were eventful
years and the Association has lived for the basic objectives for which it was
established. On this occasion I wish to pay my respects to all those veterans
who established this organization. Till date we, the office bearers carry forward
the management of this organization in the path already shown by our
predecessors.

Itis expected that [AEA conducts the Annual Conference every year. But in
the last 69 years, we could organize 57 Conferences including the present one
as for reasons beyond the control of the management, a few Conferences could
not be conducted in some years.

As you have seen from the theme of the Conference (Lifelong Learning —
Opportunities and Challenges), we have taken the appropriate area for
discussion as continuing education is going to be a major programme in the
area of adult education. I wish all the delegates to share their desired opinion
on the chosen topic so that fruitful discussions are held and conclusions derived.

I'am very happy to welcome Prof. M.M. Salunkhe, Vice Chancellor, Shivaji
University who has kindly accepted to deliver the inaugural address in this
Conference. Sir, I am especially thankful to you for your immediate approval
to hold this Conference in the University premises and provide all the facilities
for the success of the same.

Shri Bhaskar Chatterjee, Principal Adviser, Planning Commission, Govt. of
India is here as the Chief Guest. Sir, I am privileged to welcome you not only
as one of the senior most civil servant of the Govt. but also as an adult educator
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and a manager. No one in the field of adult education can ever forget your
contribution to the programmes of National Literacy Mission as your unstinted
efforts took the programmes to the citadel and contributed a lot for the increase
of the literacy rate in this country. Sir, you are now occupying the prime position
in Planning Commission and you are in a position to give directions to the
Department of Education to give fillip to the programmes. I am sure you will
again have an eventful tenure in Indian Planning Commission also.

I welcome Dr. Bhalbha Vibhute who is a good personal friend of mine and
also a well-wisher of IAEA. During the last Annual Conference at Shegaon he
expressed his desire to host the Conference in Shivaji University. However, we
in IAEA initially hesitated to have the Conference again in a place in
Maharashtra and infact were in search of a suitable place in some other states.
But the persuasive efforts of Dr. Vibhute made us to confirm the venue in
Kolhapur itself and today we are here. I am really thankful to him.

[ welcome Dr. Madan Singh, General Secretary, IAEA. He is a man of action
and a visionary. He is a source of strength to me. As an academician he is fond
of writing and hence, a number of books have been published by him.

I welcome Dr. V. Mohankumar, Director, IAEA who has got a lot of
experience both in the Govt. sector and voluntary sector. He had devoted almost-
24 years monitoring Jan Shikshan Sansthans in the country. His rich experience
is now being used by Indian Adult Education Association.

Dear delegates, | welcome you all. You have rich and varied experience as
you are from different institutions — Govt., Non-Govt., Voluntary Agencies,
Universities, Autonomous Bodies etc. Your active participation and sharing of
experience will be the milestone for success.
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Shri K.C. Choudhary
58th All India Adult Education Conference
11-13 December 2009, Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu

Dear Rev. Dr. Gnana Robinson, Founder President. Peace Trust
Kanyakumari, Prof. S.Y. Shah, Vice President, IAEA, Shri Chaturbhuj Patidar,
Chairman, Shri Ambika Patidar Samaj Dharmik and Parmarthik Trust,
Rangwassa, Madhya Pradesh, Dr. Madan Singh, General Secretary, IAEA, Dr.
L. Raja, Vice President, IAEA, delegates, invited guests, press and friends.

I have great pleasure in welcoming you all to the 58th All India Adult
Education Conference at Kanyakumari. [ am happy to inform you that Indian
Adult Education Association has completed 70 years and established a name
in the hearts of the adult educationists. The Association could achieve success
because of your patronage and support. The institution has many more years
to stand for the cause of the deprived sections of the society for which [ solicit
your continued support. At this moment [ salute to all those veterans who have
joined together to establish this organisation and also all those who served in
the organisation on various capacities as office bearers, members of the council,
executive committee and staff.

[ must say that we are all lucky to be in Kanyakumari today, a place well
known for pilgrimage and tourism. The great saint Swami Vivekananda spent
time in meditation on the rock in the midst of the rough sea for the welfare of
the great masses. His vision, teaching and advice cross the boundaries of
countries, religion, communities, groups and even individuals. His teachings
always inspire and relevant to all human beings. | am sure you have already
visited or visiting the Vivekananda rock.

This place is equally famous for 133 feet Tiruvalluvar statue. Tiruvalluvar,
a saint, poet and social reformer. He gave Thirukural to this world.

Above all, Kanyakumari, the presiding deity of this place is in a temple
which is located on sea shore.

Organising a conference of this magnitude alone by one organisation is
difficult. I am happy that Gandhigram Rural University and Peace Trust
Kanyakumari have come forward to share their might which we appreciate very
much. I sincerely thank Rev. Dr. Gnana Robinson.

Today we are missing Dr. S.M. Ramasamy, Vice Chancellor, Gandhigram
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Rural University who has fallen sick with high fever. I convey my sincere
regards to him through Dr. L. Raja who will be reading his inaugural address
in a short while from now.

Prof. S.Y. Shah is an academician and practitioner. He has kindly accepted
to introduce the theme of the conference. Prof. I welcome you from the bottom
of my heart.

Shri Chaturbhuj Patidar is a veteran social worker dedicated to the cause of '
women education and literacy. He started his organisation in 1960s in a humble
way and today it has grown into a big organisation. Shri Patidar we appreciate
your dedicated service and welcome you to this conference.

Friends, once again I welcome you all and request you to make this
conference a success with you active participation. Thank you, Jai Hind.
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Prof. B.S. Garg
59th All India Adult EducationConfrence
16-18 December 2012, Tirupati. Andhra Pradesh

Il 71 B T TSR 3T B AHG G G a2 | SR A€ g
a1 4 AR 7l g3 o, wRa ok e wfe fva @ ol o wkafal # R
@l HiRaeh AR Faferd off | T AT W ¥ b 3000 €Y & oM @@ falt &
SfEPR g T v @ &g gl wRfodt # o @)t e g8 1 aFe
W ¥ g ARG § yfer R ol @ THaR o @} R 9w
B & o Tode iR dig 7O 7@ GOl BT W YEN B G YW A 3| T8
W BT S B % Toge # daa few i Hal & wow o @} gehd o
i dig 7O WA Sl @ fory ol §Y o | ava § R o qele savadaia
@l gt 79 dig 7ol & gR1 @ o %@ off| dig el ¥ wawiie Ren A weE B
S A | g fdRed gE R & U WIed A O Wiy 9y @ gawi @
e ARgH ¥ R S A @ IR R 9| W WeA & gn g9
TIRaTRe SR ST 2rawrl 3 ORI & T o | Toael 3R dig 7ol b sifaRw
R Hexd Al 3 TR B RIS & ey e w1 § Her ¥ 39
@od ¥ & i oRfed € b omd & 18 & st # o @ v enfi g
3R I ARG Wl @ WA IS B 0 arel e R vel @ aRe
fobar| oot o aRd # 9@ vgfy wdAmE ¥ UE UEf ge: U ¥ ol gwa
Bl R 1770 S & SO oA o W B |

A qRA 4 N YR WRHR R 39 UG § 98 s uRade =& far |
Toivaey YD R H R @ WR B 98 e TPE TSR e e o |
ot 6l TR 4RG WROR §RI P b a1 & g9 amyfe shvaiRe R
TGN ¥ 9Rd @ qgeed dfd o o Rl w & Sqeed @ ue @ fhar o
Tehell © | SEeIY 4R WIR 7 fgdig taadiy I & iid e Tde wetad
T A A BT IR™ far | e srifa R areifie aw e @ik
Uig O diclel URA {6y T | 39 A9 B S5 UM e @ e U@
IS R & AR AR R o | 39 S T R @ AEq T 9
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& i ome weuH @ FuiRa by ™ 9] 39 e ¥ RT WeR A Rer B
e PR @ JERYT <9 31 e i o e g6 Igevd Al
fRreor & ream & geir ARy ol G HAr o |

e R e e Sied iR R @ 1@ s g ¢ e & fh
# yoR § A 98 ARG e 8 e sraRe, @I ad Iued #
wgeIe R g @ S Sned @l ) & R axd @) wifh @l g
& gRI & ¥g F A § e o e & forg e yeR @ SriwH Suar
AT IR B | TG el T B EN 8 PRiHA 91 fhafd e ar
SAMER BT GRS B A, reusmd TR oA s R, g feuor vd
w1 & PRl 3 e o B | Wit R @ g e awd
-1 B T U oA B & e fory aeifie R dier &
oo famam S €| 9 8g 1w fhaTad R dlel AT & fold T8 S
3T LIS B G g 5 ol 3 8 oR il @ afkra R arfee
B T HACGH & | (@R BAR, eikiithed dHuevs Aih e TS ARH
T AR, 9. 36, 3T/ Toae / Vere / Yere / BRI / @ / gfe 03 deigm)
3 BB TR [ e <N A T U TEIR g & s ER d5ie
O @Il & GRE g By W Ugd € fdb e SguRE @ e | Argenie
IER-faR v @ger A &Y Wien & fory e Fe@yt U9 oRewEs g

AreTe e vd e @ T99 dedie) e @ | @ A 98 Wi R
JraT YR ARG N & AW W W W of | W vt § o A aer
T FEHA W R wied gn R @ Wi e & fo afdi s
A Tl & S & oy SliTaRe sierar sraRa gfaftral gRy warferd fasar
S & S¥ Aeie Rev @ Aem @ e @ o wad | Aeie R
FTIHH G A I5aed TN aT AR & TRl B g A oI IRaH
A G S Aiddiie ARl & g8 e IS B @ RO 4 o gga
T3 SR ARl BT UEA W@ |

Aeiiie R &1 eRife SR fweFRe # SIan wf v SiiRe Ry
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A R o o | gRifore A ¥ xR oited & W § 0 o

2| 59 T i oreifoled &

1. ARG B FEHIr

2. vl &1 FuRer g fharags

3. e R & A & e Sudn

4. IR AWV FEAT T4 FEGR

5. gt &M U4 SRalfid @ 4iaeT &1 A
oA H T RdE T SeE & o Wieers ¥ e e @

fasr @1 e R Ry We yer fohr o YT | whicavs o Rieh g §

e R g R & 0 e wefieard iR @ w E

1. R & gri diel & fo Suars qoe arimH

2. fowiwr & gR1 ganll & fo vl SuaRy g wHEwd

3. YRS &1 &1 R T o SUAiel qod HRIGA
TG JfRT Wiica AR R AR RE o e & for seifore

gl 91 FuiRa &3 T € T gwa o 1 Rem e il & 5y o

@1y A foar T &

1. ST HRVT— AT Ud Ferd H W e oy aem o 9 9+ fawai

. N I IR WS O TR BT WIe B @ fo IS §;

2. T wﬁaﬁiﬁw%%@fﬁﬂwﬁwﬁﬂn%ﬁmﬁmﬁ
AT o & URA &

3. TAERE, FAMCT & FAER UM G 3R e & s THerd # Sfad
&1 bR A1 A FHRE B S A ST M U1 & 6 o TR o e
IR U4 WEANT A &R B §hER & Ud ERY W E

4. WA o BT & 1 e SR s TR & g S (A 6 o A

5. GEANT — WHER § §9 WA R WO 91 e wen ed aqen W
o/ SRGR BT FEAM TR & [ A of Wb W AHeis e |
g B
yRA AN WA Uil 3 TR g7 gfRed—1986 (1992 ¥ uRafEq) F A S
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i R @ R v @ Wi Seeva WieR far T € R i S Wi
e 1 R R, gast TR e 1d leifie SR & fo WeTR 7 e
& AT AR BT Y TR D R TN WR A B D o B PR
IS Sftod WH R B JeH % @1 "R A9 T g

fvaftere smem M & Rwfcel % f e W Ren & w=d § %@
Seoigd forar T & FEl <u A a5 HEn oo IR-WReN e, WA
Gy o fvafdene de vd PR Ren & eriwA § T O el | 6l g
forFeT T FR <@ # 300.14 Rfer fReRt Fom 110 Rfore TewmeRt &1 8 8
(FerTer forexelt Rem—forexell Bhaew U U T 2007) | HRA WRGR A R R
TR & & T fOIR $Rd §Y ¥ oiad e R Ud SrTeddl Al Bl ave
foeaR wem fa &1 Sites v Ren @ Srreddl A @ J@uR ke 79
¥ IR uRacH oiR <o @ arR 9 3 IRafTa 8 g0 amere—anie aRecr
@ RV & | ARG RER B g Al & b 15 @ Jfd T4 ot Bl da
3R SHH! ATER A @ W € Bl 3R IE 9 W T T & W D g9 GhAD
@ UG SR a6 el Ggall | Ol @ 8 W & WRd A 924 Hfawd sifE
IRT &3 # FIRT € (M e W4 61 9 2815, 2004-5) T SR AT
I P ARID AR T THAD! T D AN G AU F B AL
BT | 39 Srfed SMd T @l TdH daia drRid A Y M @ forg Rieor
T IR & - R B PRI SMavdar 'R a1 39 &g 4RA @
fowafdercrl @1 wewql YfFer @ el w1 e favafderey e SR @
feenfcet & g8 i we T & 5 Reafeered &1 shwaRe 1d srimaRe fer o
TG P BRT T S S0 gR el & forg @em 8| ga & e 9% oftem
g1 R & ARH W ORI aIERY Be FRA 8 ot g A e Rafdaree
& AR T U IR TS |

fwaftereE seM i & Rwfce § 7= § we o ™ § & e
fowafenea &1 s fafie aRa ok Afte 7=udr 8t & S Y sawdaet &
75U fAefa Bl 8| 39 ok 9 Shae v Ren & v e avt de ol e
g0 fodl fafine &pil & fadiveiar oifia axe w1 oM RIMY 9RR @@ uga
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add €| gafery 11 & deatiy d @ ST ST W e Rvaferert @ oe
TGS & AR e BrimA B Aefin 7 & o arer sy B
RN

ST b B Wl S € 5 W 1978 # IR WRAR gR1 g 2w H e R
AT BT ARA (2 T o | TE H ¥R FET A 6 G W AR IR
fentdie fwafderer = o v a¥ 1037 W & el U4 e & per & R
I BT XA TR T | T IOR W U WiT ¥ & Rerdie @1 sew
WA B S @ G Sl HEIH T @ YIS FRHA B FOR SR R &
Silg VR GUR 1 AT | 59 & femie 3 WaFar ¥ 0 Wewrensl, defiereri
T SR (TR G av5) B R @ o

W AR W ARa R fma T @ e 16 s wde ok g e
R dfed @ ge 7 foree @ g 9 FReR & W € At 9 9gd 99
A A Sied A0 @S9 WRY RARRT & S 8 O 96 ARG sRigaie
WRRFT R gomel & aifa @1 ¥ | wida i @ dwdi A ARy, AR, AR,
Ufed, Hierd! SR e SFITEIRG U W AEERG RIE Yo w & A W
39 YPR TE @El Ol Whdl § & gAN Ol IAE st § fReR o afd q
fe-offen & amaeRe S @ Sl & Frdw & et @1 & Ja o)

H B A ST B Pl Tal IR @ g, ol W I8 g AN € b gER
T S B ARSI G 1 Geia, st o fidt ¥ i 2,
e WY ) ©| Sl fwa @ griad Jwi 9al 1 A @ T 8, 39 YaR
W qrd @l ®E AR | amfe WRRA @ AN R @ WM W b Ta s
AT (5), BT (BTC) 9iR B (88) W aat faa o araf 0, T @ik i st
RN | 39 VbR W gAR el 7§ Pl R BT AR 991 qd GRed Y@ 3R 8
& Ufd SR @1 WG T &Y fAaR &R fFarad § v Wi f R W

39 H g areie Rew 9 Oem & 7@ 9 W T A | vafderer
e SN 7 o feEmficen # e fa @ & Reafierertt @ Siaw v R
ferT @ ez @ el A Parad & 8 i 9 Rivafdererl § 789 dre sifia
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TR WD | AT BT ¥ FIRU R W &, dfd IoraA Redie & foau 78
FeE T T ¢ @i e 4 1ee7 4 T R 7 @ BRu dc-d@
IR &1 wR A€ o 3| I Rendie & Igewdl 4 I8 gEifed fbar
¢ 5 fendic wiat & o ot & o @l oA el e & R @ wRA ofaeR
TF & WM W JeN &3, g9iory femdie # fwfiaen & &R 7o w@efie 3
URe Saeel U i @l o) Wt Qfaur Suerer ¥ | femdis @ v wfea
THE TR T AR aRimA fowmed 2 s o 10 9eiie s, 1@
Y61 & A Wi e Rerr @ @l # Her &1 390 sfoRed o fendis
% G Huedh Aeldeied /FRIM TRET T4 IR dEmd Feeen § 9)e
€| S FeifdEery /e H U IS TS & o Sriie Qe @ e @
PRl & qEg Bl o | e WA JHReEn Ud iR arRiesn FewrE @
fcem # fomar I B

dice (2004) ¥ HET A — SR AUAH T 31 SHl BT U T W el &Ry
HETT T & | T §9T ke ARG o IgeRdl @ qul dR @l IR R Rl
& fdendis % v & <27 # fva awar 2 ol 38 79 @ i &g el gnr
9@ el & §HF aR Y Y G &1 R WA b o <@ ® ] 3R 39
e W flemdic s/ sl & A a1 JeRG o) Y@ 8 | §HIT fAva o A ST
(geeRIvas SufANe) & <EE F |

et

1. 39 BAR, fhelifbeber 4HURUS 3 TS U oAleW ART wif, Y36 |
2. 3 / T / VerSi / Yot / i / Bt / gt 03 Béew |

3. e Uiford) o ToaR 39 3feu-1986 (1992 # uRafEq)|

4, A forewll fem- forewdl haew Te U T, 2007 |

5. "R WS §9 61 af 2815, 20045 |

6. 9N e T qUR O il gfed|
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Profl. B.S. Garg
00th All India Adult Education Conference
10-12 January, 2014, Udaipur, Rajasthan

et : Sea Ren F Sfewi<s R — o adie deedf

| 1986 I RGBT N2 e Afe, S 1002 F GRIRT &€ § uw RER R
T % g Rierr Rem 2w &1 @ weaq @6 @ R ardifie wera
GuTeTTe I W R P RRR e T 9 @ wer veel A wEiRa B

o yeR 3§ Rvalerer e s A Shevud R v R s &
feen-fcel % # 9 @7 W 79 wew far T ¥ Rl seE 9/ &
feen—Frde @ed € 6 "< F oFie SrIe WiTeH, WY WMo U Rivaferem
T € et & i Td PR R A are droel < & R e Bro
NG H fARERT 3R 7a TRRT B T8 ST ¥ | TICGTeH ekl ey — te T
2007 & AR T4 < H FRERT 1 W 300.14 M T 7 weri @ e 110
fRfor erian Y ot |

el 6 ARG He A SliaTud R @ SauRon B yed €l g8 e
ST i B | AR et 3 R @ sivaiRe vd seigaiRe QA1 & @y
fem @ &1 U6 7 oRY 06 Thae A WG & 9w i @ forg R &
e % U 390 AR Afew A W #F SivaRe e @ e ava o
forear i a1l AR & RRT ® g on| 7R & Rk T @i T dex
T &1 A7, faere v e o g ar) @ & RS sreRt w R
i & forg il vEeEl &1 SmieE @R} e B R avr o Suar e
i Bl AT | dfed @R & AfaRad dig 7o A ivaiRe i ermaRe e
W B $ Ahd d5 U] dIg Aol @ gR WAW & Wl T & fory e B o
TS GYEI W19 ARG H S SR IS G P TR BT a1 Hexd, 7, ARear 9k
S WOl A U3 eHfacadl @ SMevEdst & ey 9% Rifd aw §
Teeql T @ fate foa
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Shaqwi=a Rrer : S Ren S o i

118} Teradfa AT & AT @ Y (2007—2012) ARG WRGR 7 FRAR Rew @
& @l fIRaR v 8¢ U 4 faar wfafed & FRRR R & shaed=r Rieor
IR 39 & xR @1 w6y yeH b 18 fER e W @ dRed fori &
AET-JET 3R I T <Y F dER & K AHH-3IE gRacHl B gwe o |
39 Y T YRG WROR &1 I8 ST 8 T o1 A9 dail o & §i
@ apa # g @) e sl H afg T A S W) 2| o MR BIHART dR
W sl gl o b AR # € A IR @ FaR # § B e e
afg @ Su 5 O SmRed §1 SHe AR <9 @ 924 Wiowd TR S
IR &t # PG € (e IS WG, 6191 INUS, 2004—05), T THAD! DTS
i e & fory Fafa QuReIe SUE & 9 o @ifd 9 dRew aioRauiers
R # U AR I ¥ G | 39D fory IS wR R R v gl
@ [T T SR SYTR FRIY T 31 T Saeadhal Hfaed ekl @ | Rd
o fawafdenerd @1 4 g9 U ¥ weayl 4w @1 fak & a | e
e A & -t § 4 g9 @7 W 3@ R mr € fF Sheaed R
@ W B R @ forg favalderert @ wi dumRe qor e e @
TRl B Holed @R AW gR Ui iR @ forw @em &N g &
foreafaemerdl @1 3 uReR &1 gy 41 tig apafRil & fory fsad @ mr @
W, I8 I garaq & o fvafiened orgem o gry Shawudw R dern
7E, 2013 O WA W A T 2| TR S N A, Rwafderer R 4 sraven # wA
& Ui 3T AT @ fate ¥ g T8 @ e €| SR AR Jeer femde
(Ere) favafdener, TifyM e §wIege MM, aftedrg @ TR femde
SEHETIE, ORI SR 3 favardenery & R wrd waftr & e vd e R
& T € oiR @ Aeagde a0 wAvEd e @ Rem &g s JeR @
TR e o W £

Sged=T Remr ve s @ve RMRE T & W Wl AR IR 9§
AT o ARG TR W S U /A A FR<R o &) R & 78
Ul ofoRaet ofR ISR @ SreRt # 9fE @ F o AerEar A 2| 9y & 0w
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U 39 e Bl A qgrr i § 6 AR A vgly @ arcusr |, dereRen s
- T AT TE (61 S el 2| $9 SR Wae @l ufehar seud
Ferell Y&l & 3R 39 el o R ® ure e o1 wear ) 98 76 5 oW &
fbell & iy @R @ B & mEr O Wil W Ried & i g e # o v
G A B W @ A T R fERt ¥ oRgl ) w® @ §) g9 R §
Sl R & forg afed # oo W @ g1 @ g afer §| Te v
reor vl et fteT s weyel B W ¥ 39 *q Rvafierers i & R
g Remr di & w9 A W AR Suo BN Wed § Ol 9% wEad & i
SfaRert 8 3R Tl UG 9 N AGTTHT R I Y b |

YR H By Iod R R O WU @ e @ & ofel W @ o
ST S gfReT T H W G A T @ g o) Gad € S e
b ST Rieror &1 g, R, Wigued 3R oo o alivaRe Ruem mmem @
i # e Tl o e © | A fvaferery 3R we e B o WM aRafid
WY A S T T B R & A SRR YT B @) 3T @ § d 9%
W o0 gR W @ forg aiR W snavodast & oFeY o W@ @) aRr &
faeafercrdl @ 3o FR s fvaR Rien & T @1 4 gge B @ i
TR R 31 SrA SR W B T A T | 390 el 0 gHed &5
H e TG 1 aGaRl B ffed o fAvaferery qxer e erwa @ gr
T4 R B N A W GEd &

RIS U FRIFH SwERG e & R § vads 89 ARy qer g
ToF-Ued WAl & A &1 MR N WS @ U [T @ iR | ga &
T, $70 Hale @ (o smavae Rewr (Y 7 qwie vefa & Ml @1 afier
& e @ o & u & B iRy | Reafarer @ e wE ® Tae
o 3R os T IR 39 TER B RIeor arewe o s Pl &7 § deford
o O Wl & | SRV & foy SRR AR Yo flemdie gt R it
4 o R Td fivdR iR e @ Rl ARG dvs vafid B T
TR AR AU SMaRBAR & Y, e, WG Heel, NIeel del
Ud 3 AR § O SaRIGAR @ AT S WG G 2
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Shiawd R : Yo faerer vd favafdereal &
qA®1

yRT § R R wigH o fRvafieredl W e w9 | gen fdvafdererdi
gRT Sarferd fay o %@ €| U9 fvafteney w69 @ 96 @ @ S o e
A B G foy R e & qEq oY A B UIGUHA Fellferd R bl
| T A @) @ SRA Y g SO 39 910 IR 81 Aifey fob wefer qrege
T B TTIHA D FF & | g7 USHA G Yo B GHY 7 e b
et @1 98 Tog dv i T EFT 5 reusmHl @) wepa ol Bl difey | 39
SremaT xR R S Fv Al e A aelfie el @ we #R e
AT & Y N ureumd T R wad g1 W AR 4 W A @
I TR B B A gy SR T IR U SErT B Swred AR oRant #
g @l 31 W uReH & & |

T H, o Ry R agg o ik d a1 10 E) 3 v I W
FRIFH G Sed €1 371 U fadwa g8 B & b g A @ W on & fon
iR draen @1 sfrawaddn eIt & R 1 & SRl B 5 JaR @ gE 0=
War R o 2| B B Bt Y Tee IR oie o o W R &)

Tel % WRAY ST @1 W 8 Tel areey ger e
Teca Q! IETERT B S WA G U9 Rl B Ahergdd e SRiEvT we
TR W@ §| q¥ 2010-11 & UOlRH G B SER aerey o fivafdene 6
foredl & 7em ¥ 23 fuERe 3R 19 FUERE FRHA ERT 378,362
O /SR B R SUerl N1 V@1 € deey Gl RwEfaey & i
UGTHH AEIS gl W FEE § iR §H WY o arel apaneft o wrR §
T 9 N G G T T H TEl e ¥ 9 & [ A Wi U
W & OE W GYEE @ PG @ 9 a1 o smaeanet & agey e ud
B B IR I & | Wied 1o I [@ RS Foha §1 [GAR e gan
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o S a1t A sie Rien @ W amaeawast @ i ahadyde B Ve 8| wed
@ & SR IR fouR el Ru & a9 <9 F S TR T ga 8, IR B
forg fieiefs H Vo<l Waver e Ia ¥ &1 A SbaA WY I Bl R
XS ol B WG B g9 Avg—avg &7 aur R iy &1 Feiker e €

R ¥ T BT o w3 AT o @ R B AR e @
fefe fsar 81 W fER & ie 8% oo Shaqmiwr feor &1 gdim 9eE 2
T, . TH, TSI Bl 815 Wl & ORI o AR JoH Bid ST5vael 6 1844
3 ST H R GO o | SO Sevd WIS & NG o T SR I T
& Wl @l Afddd Iem & 7ead § vw Re Jam &% o1 36 @8 ¥ Bl
T o e vd Wl @ wieard fmRt & fawg o)

e 3R B IRV o] AR RGN G fed deatia e ¥ wwiad anfor
faere Ao oR™ &1 T e s uig o dore an s amefie
&% TR Y Y| 3 ST Blodt B 815 e @ a9 R & JRA By T 9|
T4 A &1 Ieed T e SR a1 S vd areie Rem 9 g g
o | o faemdis = § ¥R TR & R W 59 AT B IR BN g0
ST 3 ARt a1 wefora foa |

Sitgad=1 Rreror 3§ 2y vd qeais -

SiauRi R sitvaRe va smaiRa e vefoat @ Mo &= & | 8 W
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RESOLUTIONS

At the end of each conference the participants commonly agreed for follow-
up actions in the form of resolutions and declarations which formed as an
integral part of conference activities.

. The resolutions/recommendations passed have been collected from the
available records and given in the following pages from the 27th All India Adult
Education Conference held at Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh in the year 1974 to 60th
All India Adult Education Conference held at Udaipur, Rajasthan in the year
2014.
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1974
This Twenty Seventh Adult Education Conference held in Lucknow from

November 3 to 6, 1974 regretfully notes that a very large majority of the people
of India specially those living and working in the countryside, continue to lead
a life of object poverty bordering on destitution. Their income is low, their
employment irregular, their mode of work often onerous and conditions of
living dismal. This calls for drastic changes in the whole approach to the
problem of rural poverty. There is urgent need, on the one hand of initiating
and undertaking a wide range of economic and social activities for meeting the
varied needs and requirements of the poor people in the rural areas and on the
other hand the imperative necessity of changing the out-moded economic
development and social justice.

2. In the field of agriculture which is, and for quite some time likely to
continue to be, the major occupation of the rural poor, there is need for
establishing a more just and equitable system of land relations as well as
suitable supporting institutions. The experience of two decades of planning,
legislation and development has clearly shown that, however well
intentioned they might be, their benefits hardly reach the rural poor for
whom they were primarily intended. In the process, the rich become richer,
and the poor still poorer. There is, therefore, a strong need for developing
representative self reliant democratic organizations of the rural poor as
effective watch dogs of their interests. The poorer sections of the rural
people should be enabled to create a powerful instrument by which, on the
one hand they can assert their will and promote their interests and on the
other, strengthen their operative functions of production and related
activities.

3. The Conference is emphatically of the view, that the main thrust of adult
education in the service of the rural poor should be to inspire an attitude of
radical change and help mobilize organized action. Programmes of adult
education should Stimulate and generate such action. Plans for education
and action should therefore, be within the same synoptic field as two
closely inter-related activities. Education should lead to action and
participation which in their turn would result in promoting further
education. Only then will education and action acquire a dynamic character
fulfilling their historical roles in the crucial stage of the country's economic
and social development in conditions of freedom and democracy.

4. In order that Adult people’s education becomes a vital and effective
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instrument in the service of the rural poor, it is essential to re-define its
priorities and functions, and on that basis to effect a re-structuring of the
total educational and development services particularly for rural India. The
rural school must be rescued from its present deplorable condition both
with regards to its personnel and its social and instructional programmes.
It should be helped increasingly to become the centre of education working
for the service of the whole community. Its functions should cover total
education formal, vocational, non-formal and informal for the children, the
youth as also for adults of all sections of the community with particular
emphasis on the education of women. The school should become the
agency through which all the services of the state in the fields of agriculture,
industry, health and social well-being should be provided and coordinated
and to which all sections of the people should turn in times of need for help
and advice. Working in close co-operation with organizations of the rural
people, the two together, could strive effectively to ensure that the provision
of the services accords fully with the needs and also that they reach those
people for whom they are primarily created.

The concept outlined above will call for drastic re-structuring of the state
services and apparatus. And yet it is not likely to call for any greater
additional resources, since it is possible that the pooling together of all the
available resources and their effective utilization might meet the purpose.
However, the initiation and the process of education and development here
proposed need not wait till full structural changes as indicated are achieved.
Pragmatic approach and well considered efforts can be started soon. They
are bound to have their own dynamics in bringing about the necessary
changes and orientation of ideas and attitude in accelerating the process and
leading to building up of a structure suited to the needs of the rural poor.

The Conference therefore calls upon the Indian Adult Education
Association and its Institutional Members, to initiate, support and cooperate
in programmes of education for the rural poor.

[1. This conference notes with satisfaction that the educational strategy in the
Fifth Five Year Plan is built on the assumption that formal and non-formal
education should be correlated and integrated, since in a country like India
with enormous educational needs, formal education through full-time and
institutionalized education only, cannot by itself be sufficient for the
achievement of major educational objectives. It is also based on the
assumption that non-formal ways of imparting education will be developed
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for all categories of learners and at all levels of education: for children,
youth and adults and from elementary to higher education. The conference
supports the proposal that emphasis in the fifth plan will be laid on the
following programme: |. Non Formal education for non-school going
children in the age group 6-14.

Non-formal education for youth in the age group 15-25.

Functional literacy linked with development schemes. The conference also
welcomes the acceptance by the Government of recommendation made by
the Task Force on Adult Education that 2% of the budget of all development
schemes should be earmarked for education and training of the
beneficiaries and people otherwise affected.

The conference appeals to the institutional and individual members of the
Indian Adult Education Association not only to extend cooperation to the
government but also be involved themselves in the implementation of these
programmes.

I11. This conference is happy to learn that the Department of Social Welfare

and the Central Social Welfare Board is launching a scheme of Non-formal
education for adult women during the Fifth Plan period. As this is a new
venture, it is necessary that voluntary organizations with experience in
similar programmes should be involved in the implementation of this
scheme. As the programmes of such organizations are being coordinated
by the State Social Welfare Board, this conference, representing a large
number of voluntary organizations, recommends that for successful
implementation, the scheme may be entrusted to the voluntary sector
through the Central Social Welfare Board.

* % *k

1975

Within the broad ambit of adult education, non-formal education represents

sharpening of focus as well as the adoption of a new strategy. It does not seek
to replace the formal system of education nor provide an alternative to it. But
it certainly can and should play a remedial role in respect of those who have
either not had access to the formal system or have had to drop out of it for
reasons they could not help.

9

By virtue of its very nature, non-formal education emphasizes flexibility,
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(9%

a)

b)

e)

diversity of approach and operations and the needs of the individual and
his environment. To look upon it as a second rate pattern of education is to
misjudge its true nature. Instead it should be looked upon as a new type of
education which compliments and, in its own way, strengthens the formal
channels of education. Even more than that, it has the capacity to vitalize
the formal system of education in so far as the latter with the passage of
time tends to become uncreative, impersonal and not always relevant to
the current changing situations.

In specific terms, the non formal approach can be utilized with particular
force in respect of the following ongoing programmes.

Education of those between 6 and 14.

Education of those between 15 and 25 with special emphasis on increased
productivity through functional literacy in rural as well as urban areas.

Improvement of skills and productivity of urban workers.
Education as well more intensive and fruitful participation of women.

Continuing education at all levels and through all possible agencies
including universities.

Programmes of civic education.

While the union Government has re-designated the Directorate of Non-
Formal (Adult) Education, a number of other steps are required to be taken
by the Government so as to enlarge its area of work and commitment. In
this behalf, the following proposals are made:

The Board of Adult Education established a few years ago may be re-
designated, reconstituted, re-activised and given new powers and
responsibilities so as to promote and execute programmes in the field of
non-formal education.

In order to concretize the perspectives to eradicate poverty and attain self
reliance now being finalized in the Fifth Plan, it is imperative to place more
emphasis on programmes of non-formal education.

Towards this end, budgetary allocation both at the - central and State levels
requires to be move rationally allocated as between the formal and non-
formal education system and the total quantum increased as necessary. To
start with, 10 percent of each state education allocation should be
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earmarked for non-formal education.

d) Since the involvement of voluntary agencies programmes the pattern of
assistance to them may be re-examined, made more efficient and their
financial base strengthened.

e) More universities should be persuaded as well as programmes of continuing
education. They have expertise as well as the resources which deserve to
be utilized better.

5. The national leadership and Government of India are requested to mount,
with the cooperation and involvement of (a) universities, (b) schools, (c)
voluntary bodies, and (d) other agencies such as organized farms and
factories a massive campaign on a national basis for eradicating illiteracy
and providing education in the country.

* % %k

1976

A happy combination of circumstances has now placed India economically
and politically in a comparatively strong and favourable position. There is also
now awareness that until recently the so-called developmental programmes
have resulted in making the rich richer and the poor poorer. There is now a
commitment on the part of the Government to evolve a comprehensive
development strategy based on social justice, economic self-reliance and
qualitative, growth. Development, here, is not equated with mere economic
growth but is meant to ‘meeting basic needs, the progressive reduction and final
elimination of malnutrition, preventable ill — health, homelessness, illiteracy,
unemployment and poverty!

Non-formal Education can play its significant role in this new approach to
development; but to do that, non-formal education will have to be planned and
prepared accordingly. The label ‘Non-formal’ by itself does not generate any
dynamism. It is the content that is put into it and the form that is given to it
which determines whether it is going to be progressive, regressive or neutral.

It is in this context the Annual Conference of the Indian Adult Education
Association which is now meeting, is of special significance, The participants here
met in three groups, to evolve guidelines for curriculum construction for women,
the children in the age-group 15-14 and the youth adults of age-group 15-25.
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All the groups agreed that the curriculum for their respective target groups
should be flexible, diversified, need-based and should link up knowing with
doing. They should be related to the local environment and deal with problems
which have been identified through a survey of the area. The curriculum should
have a multimedia approach and awareness, understanding, knowledge, skill
and action must be integrated in the preparation of the content,

If the above guidelines in the preparation of curriculum are followed, they
will not only help transmit relevant knowledge and techniques into the vein
and arteries of the society, but will help learners to become self-reliant and take
part in changes which will benefit the deprived and poor sections of the society.

In view of this important and determining role which non-formal education
programmes can assume in the developmental strategy of the country, the
Conference recommends:-

(a) Non-formal education should be considered as essential component in the
integrated rural development programme which is expected to gain
momentum in the coming-years. It is not only a question of a large yield
of crops. It will not be enough to provide better seeds, fertilizers and
irrigation; but simultaneous steps will be necessary with the help of non-
formal education, for expansion and improvement of rural crafts together
with sanitation, housing and control of epidemics and recreation. All these
amenities conventionally regarded as non-productive welfare measures,
have now assumed a directly productive significance.

In this context, it also recommends setting up of rural polytechnics and improves
vocational and. agricultural training and help in the formation of relevant skills
and attitudes to the young people in the rural milieu. The training in these
polytechnics should be related to the actual needs of the community and make
use of appropriate technology with local resources and instructors.

(b) That institutions which have developed special expertise in the preparation
of varied learning/teaching materials should be given further help and
encouragement so that the curriculum content of non-formal education can
be made more flexible, need based and interesting. Research facilities for
the preparation of innovative improved curriculum should also be extended
to competent agencies.

(c) Re-affirming the recommendation of the 28th Annual Conference that 10%
of the State education budgets should be allocated to non-formal education
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in each State, attention is drawn to the 33% increase in plan outlay
envisaged for each of the last two years of the Fifth Plan, so that non-formal
education can and should share the increased financial provision.

(d) That the National Board of Adult Education should be revived,
reconstituted and reactivated to ensure that non-formal education is given
increasingly more importance and its objectives are integrated with national
plans, faithfully fully implemented and irreversibly moved forward.

* K K

1977

The 30th All India Adult Education Conference held at Dabok (Udaipur) in
Rajasthan on October 8 to 10, 1977 considered the role of Non-formal
Education in integrated Rural Development, the problems and implications of
this role and the aspects of implement that should receive priority.

The rural scene, in India today, for integrated Rural Development, is in some
respects more complex and distressing than it was in the early years of
independence when the Community Development Programme was launched
with high expectations and widely shared optimism. True, a network of
development administration and personnel going down to the village level
covers the length and breadth of the country something which this country had
never before known on this scale. True also that the physical infrastructure of
roads communications, schools-buildings, community centres, irrigation and
electric power has been gradually extending so that several villages have begun
to share the blessings as well as distortions of urban life. Overall production of
cereals, particularly wheat, has shown a marked increase and the impact and
potential of scientific research on agricultural technology has stirred the country
side.

And yet, serious anomalies and inconsistencies-darken the profile of rural
life, economic, social and political. Per capita and per unit production and
income have progressed at a distressingly low pace so that the high figures of
overall production constitute an ironical comment on the non-participation of
the bulk of man-power in the development process and in the enjoyment of its
fruits. Poverty is on the increase, unemployment and under employment has
assumed menacing proportions and despite sizeable expansion of credit
facilities by government and the public sector, the incubus of rural indebtedness
persists relentlessly. Social modernization has not weakened the evil force of
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the caste system which has shown a dreadful capacity for adapting itself to the
changing needs of the privileged few. Even primary facilities like housing and
drinking water are, in some areas, still uncertain for the rural poor. The power
structure in villages is mostly in the hands of the better-off, enterprising and
rich. Inequitable distribution of assets is no doubt at the root of the continuance
and enormity of the contrasts of Living standards and aspirations. But what
makes the situation seem grievously hopeless is the fact that remedial measures
from above are not supported by pressure from below because the
disadvantaged sections of rural society lack their organization at the grass root
level.

In this background education has to be a liberating force for the rural poor.
It has to inculcate among the rural poor the awareness of the need for having
their own grass-root organizations that can exercise pressure from below upon
the operators and decision-makers of the Integrated Rural development
programmed thus preventing it from falling into a routine.

Moreover non-formal adult education including literacy, has better chance
of becoming a vital factor n Integrated Rural Development, if Mahatma
Gandhi’s philosophy and technique of integrating the learning process with
income-yielding work is adapted to the requirements of rural adults,

Likewise employment generating activities based on low-cost technology
and modified indigenous practices, mainly, using local resources, should be the
starting point for relevant and local-specific adult education for landless
laborers, and peasants.

In agriculture, the ‘synergetic’ and ‘systems approach’ implies deft, timely
and thoughtful use of various operations and inputs in order to achieve the
maximum results. Obviously the main requisites for this purpose are
knowledge, skills and literacy.

Access to knowledge, learning of technical skills and acquisition of literacy
can cumulatively equip small and marginal farmers, tenants and share-croppers
with the self-confidence and sense of equality without which participation by
them in Integrated Rural Development would be illusory. Literacy is not merely
liberation of the mind. It is not a consumption orientated luxury. It is an
investment towards the ideal of increased per capita production and income.

To this role of literacy and non-formal education this Conference would like
to invite the attention of scientists, experts, administrators and policy-makers.
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Let there be an unequivocal acceptance by them of the policy no programme
of special development in rural areas, whether infrastructural such as irrigation,
or new crop varieties, or special area development would be complete without
an integrated component of knowledge, skills and literacy for the beneficiaries
and participants.

On the foundations of equal economic opportunity and income raising
activities will be built the edifice of the equality of life of better health and
family life of aesthetic appreciation. The three principles of building the
pressure from below, integration of learning with action and indigenous and
low-cost methodology apply also to the aspects of adult education aimed at
improving the quality of life in rural areas.

In this context this conference has had the opportunity to discuss the Policy
Statement on Adult Education issued recently by the government of India. The
release of this Statement by Government heralds a new wave of thinking and
may open the long awaited new chapter in the policy and programme of adult
education in India.

This country has had extensive and continuous experience of organizational
and institutional arrangements. An off repeated emphasis has been on
coordination which has as often been reduced in practice, to a pious wish.
Between Non-formal Education and Integrated Rural Development the
relationship should be of more than coordination, it should be one of the
integration. Let education get into the core of the major operations of the
programme rather than remain an external aid to them.

Certain things follow from this commitment:

First, all planning should begin at both the top and bottom ends with the
provision for a ‘matching’ exercise. Local resources should be surveyed and
utilized. Local problem identification by participants should be the basis of
development priorities and education.

Secondly, multi-disciplinary expertise should be used to design courses and
prepare educational material at the district or project-level through mobile

teams visiting local areas and consulting jointly, field workers and beneficiaries.

Thirdly, teachers and guide should be drawn from a variety of sources, and
experts in technical skills should be also encouraged to become literacy guides.

Fourthly, grass root groups should be continuing machinery both for
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continuing self-learning and for future development needs.

Fifthly, non government and voluntary bodies and educational institutions
should play a definitive role.

On the point, of the role of non government and voluntary bodies and
educational institutions, this conference wishes to make a special appeal to
government and to the public. It is a sad reflection upon the post independence
era that the relationship of non government voluntary organizations with
governments has been reduced largely to that of seekers and recipients of
financial assistance with reluctant givers and suspicious monitors. It is not a
relationship between partners in a progress. Integrated Rural Development
offers an opportunity for the growth of equal partnership, because in it
voluntary bodies can and should be fully responsible for generating action at
the lowest level of groups of families, a level beyond the scope and capacity of
government personnel. It follows that wherever such grass—roots level action
is taken up by voluntary bodies, the distribution of functions and resources for
that part of the work should be on hundred percent bases rather than on
fractional basis. Let Governments provide, build and maintain the “delivery
mechanism™ down to the block or Project Level. Below that, let voluntary and
educational institution take over the task of organizing the disadvantaged and
poor learners, into an active and vigorous, bottom-level “receiving” mechanism.

The focus in Integrated Rural Development has to be on the rural family.
But in the past, the family has seldom been approached as an integrated unit in
which adult women are, or should be, fellow-decision-makers on a footing of
equality. The conference calls upon adult educators to take the initiative in
helping rural women to gain the self-confidence and the acquire the skill to be
active partners in the family’s progress towards a better integrated life, rather
than remain passive followers of their husbands.

In fact the unmistakable refrain of this conference has been that the
principal responsibility Non-Formal Adult Education is to help the
beneficiaries of integrated rural development to become “subjects” of
development rather than “objects”. Too long have adult educators been
appearing as do-gooders from the elitist ethos. Let us, voluntary and
government personnel generate the spark of subjective action by the
depressed and the disadvantaged segment of rural society. It is not going to
be simple and quick. If focus is put on developing a multitude of dialogues
with groups at the grass root levels and if the dialogues are pragmatic and
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purposive and not inhibited by rigid, centralized directions, then that will be
Non-Formal Education as force for integration. To that task let us dedicate
ourselves with sincerely, devotion and humility.

* Kk
1978
No Record
* % %
1979

We, the four hundred eighteen delegates from twenty-three States and Union
Territories of India, assembled in the Thirty Second Annual Conference of the Indian
Adult Education Association, held in Amritsar from October 7-9, 1979 Declares.

That development is for man, of man, all of man, whole of man is concerned
with what happens to the last man. Development cannot, therefore, be
adequately measured only in terms of GNP growth, but by how far the basic
needs of the people for food, shelter, clothing, drinking water, health and
education are being met; not in terms of per capita consumption of steel and
power, but in terms of employment generation; not in terms of industrialization
or agricultural green revolution, but by how far the unequal distribution of
incomes and property in society - which is the basic cause of poverty and its
consequences of malnutrition, ill-health and illiteracy — are reduced. Thus in
the concept of development meeting the basic needs of the people, removal of
poverty, unemployment and exploitation and more equitable distribution of
wealth form the core.

Similarly, the concept of formal system of education must be replaced by a
restructured educational system in which the people will have a key-place. The
centrality of education, particularly of adult education to development demands
integration of adult education into the overall national educational system,
which, in turn, must be integrated with the national development plans. Thus
conceived, the National Adult Education Programme (NAEP) becomes part
and parcel of the minimum needs programme of the people and, therefore, a
national commitment. This commitment, the Conference hereby declares, is a
mandate for all times, regardless of political changes, and should be honoured
by all governments. Adult Education should be fostered as a movement to bring
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about the desired social changes and equality through integrated economic and
social development.

For the success of the NAEP, cooperation and involvement of representative
people’s organizations, such as trade unions and cooperative, is essential. These
alone will help transform the NAEP into a really people’s movement for
enlightenment and progress. Furthermore, such involvement will help reach
the benefits of the NAEP to the poorest strata of society. Generating awareness
is one of the main planks of NAEP. It should lead the people to develop their
own autonomous, independent, self-reliant and democratically-functioning
organizations which should, on the one hand, give expression to their needs,
aspirations and will and, on the other become their effective instrument for
ensuring distributive justice, enriching the quality of life and inculcating basic
human value which are so essential for democratic progress and decency in
public and private life.

The Conference declares that while there is need for much more generous
and continued support by the State for the NAEP at the field-level, there is need
also for greater coordination and integration of the efforts of three various
agencies of the government as well as voluntary and representative
organizations involved in the education of adults. Instead of creating parallel
or new structures, there should be an attempt to transform the existing ones for
more effective implementation of the NAEP. For example, the primary schools
should become real people’s centres, catering to the needs of the entire
community, including children, youth, women and adults. The various agencies
of the State and voluntary and representative organizations engaged in adult
education should coordinate their efforts and make the school the focal point
for their activities. This will help in more effective work for achieving the
desired objectives and also enable the limited resources to go much further.

* % %

1980

We, the 334 delegates from 22 States and Union Territories of India,
participating in the 33rd Annual Conference of Indian Adult Education
Association held at Ahmadabad from 2nd November to 4th November, 1980,
resolve as under:

That the need of the hour is to have a Dynamic Adult Education Programme,
which may enable the community as a whole to go through a process of social
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change and increased self-confidence for effectively participating in national
development.

(h

(a)

(b)

(c

—

(d)

(e)

With this end in view, the Conference reiterates its earlier resolve at the
last annual conference at Amritsar that:

Development is for man, all of man, whole of man and is concerned with
what happens to the last man;

The centrality of education, particularly of adult education to development
demands, integration of adult education into the overall national
educational system, which, in turn, must be integrated with the national
development plans;

The adult education programmes must become a part and parcel of the
Minimum Needs programme of the people and therefore a national
commitment;

This commitment is a mandate for all times, regardless of political changes
and should be honoured by all Governments; and

Adult education should be fostered as a movement to bring about the
desired social changes and equality through economic and social
development.

The programmes of adult education should meet the specific needs of the
learners, be flexible, continuing and aimed at ensuring the larger
participation of the weaker sections of the society in the progress of
development and decision-making. Foremost attention should be given to
the programme for women, educational institutions and organizations for
women should play an important role.

Educational institutions, (schools, colleges, universities), voluntary
organizations, trade unions, co-operatives, women’s organizations and
organizations of the rural poor be involved in a big way to participate in
the movement of adult education.

Co-operation, co-ordination and integration of the efforts of agencies
involved are most vital for the successful implementation of the
programme. All Government departments concerned with development
must participate effectively and meaningfully in this programme to achieve
the desired goals. The Central, State, and local Governments should ensure
participating of development departments in this venture.
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More and more educational institutions of all categories should be involved
in the programme (the school system/collegiate and university system and
Professional colleges of all categories).

Adult education, community services and extension services should form,
part of curriculum, giving both students and teachers academic credit:
university system should assume extension as an, important responsibility
and give it the same status, as teaching and research. The programmed of
continuing education in universities be strengthened and directed towards
the needs of the weaker sections of the society; population education, health
education, nutrition education, and environment education should
constitute important programmers of the universities and colleges, within
the overall framework of adult education and extension.

The conference urges the Central Government to provide a higher
allocation of funds to the University Grants Commission to enable them to
implement the extension programmed in a big way through universities
and colleges in order to bridge the gap between the universities, colleges
and the community.

The Conference expresses its grave concern on the restrictions imposed by
the Central Government on account of non-release of funds for
programmers organized by the voluntary organizations. These restrictions
have hampered and given a serious set-back to the activities, of the
voluntary organizations, which have a major role to play in the adult
movement. The Conference urges the Central Government to remove these
restrictions forthwith so as to enable the voluntary organization to
participate in the adult education activities including post-literacy and
follow-up programmers. The Central Government should take immediate
steps for the release of funds to the voluntary organizations.

The Conference requests the Central Government to take an immediate
decision on the recommendations of the Kothari Review Committee on the
programmers and to make available the report and decisions of the Central
Government without any further delay.

. The Conference calls upon the IAEA to set up a group to review the adult

education activities in the light of the recommendations made by the
Kothari Review Committee.

The Conference assures the Central and State Governments that all possible

107



On to Eternity

steps will be taken to make the programmes effective and meaningful so is to
achieve the desired goals. With this end in view, the Conference solicits the
support, both financial and otherwise, of the Central and State Governments
with a view to making the adult education programme as a mass movement
and an instrument of socio-economic change. In this connection, the
Conference places on record its appreciation of the generous role played by
State Governments of Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Haryana and
Jammu & Kashmir by providing adequate funds in their State budgets for
strengthening the adult education activities in their States.

The Conference requests the other States to help and contribute in the same
way and calls upon its members to work more closely and increasingly with
State Governments, Municipal Corporations, Municipalities and Panchayati
Raj institutions in the country.

* %k

1981

The 34th All India Adult Education Conference held at Patna from 20-23
October 1981, in which 403 delegates from 23 States and Union Territories of
India participated, adopted the following Statement besides endorsing the
reports of the four groups constituted by the Conference.

Adult education, which is an important input for development
development—social, economic, educational and cultural-,should be fostered
as amovement, independent of the political parties as a national programme to
bring about the desired social change to bring about the desired social change
and equality through economic and social development. With this end in view,
efforts should be made to involve all sections of the people, educational
institutions, voluntary organizations, trade unions, cooperatives, women’s
organization, organizations of the poor and Government Departments in a big
way for an intensive and coordinated adult education movement and for this,
fullest use be made of the existing resources, both human and material.

Widespread prevalence of illiteracy in rural areas is a sever drag on progress of
rural development. The Central, State and Local Governments should ensure the
active participation of their development departments in adult education and
promote effective linkage with the various programmes of rural development.

Women’s education is a fundamental and an an urgent need of the society.
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The Conference urges upon all agencies the need to deal seriously with the
problem of combating illiteracy among women. Highest priority should be
given to organize adult education porgrammes for women in areas having
literacy level below 20%, and in this task educational institutions and women’s
organizations be actively involved.

Adult education programmes should be related to the important national
priorities, such as population education, environmental protection, energy
conservation, creating science consciousness among the masses, health
education, and special programmes for women, tribals and the other weaker
sections of society.

It is imperative to prevent the neo-literates from relapsing into illiteracy
through appropriate post-literacy and follow-up programmes. Post-literacy and
follow-up programmes have been one of the weakest links of adult education
programmes so far. Highest priority should, therefore, be given to the post-
literacy and follow-up activities, including library services, in the years ahead.
This also calls for the formulation of an integrated programme of adult
education, including the post-literacy and follow up phase. The Conference
urges upon the concerned funding agencies to provide adequate financial
assistance for effective follow-up activities.

The universities and colleges must realize the need for carrying knowledge
and skills to the people in all walks of life and accept service to the community

as one of the their important responsibilities and give Extension, including adult

education, the same status as teaching and research and integrate it into their
curricula. In this context, the Conference emphasizes the necessity of
strengthening the role of universities/colleges in the programmes of adult and
continuing education.

The mass media of communication have not adequately discharged their
social responsibility toward the education of the people. The Conference urges
the various media units of the Government of India and the State Governments,
the press and the organizers of the traditional media to provide the necessary
communication support to the adult education programmes in the areas of
information, motivation and creation of a conducive environment for its all-
round successes.

The Indian National Satellite (INSAT), which is being launched in 1982,
should play a very effective role in promoting adult education programmes.
The Government of India should provide adequate time and channels for
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such programmes and the universities and the voluntary organizations should
prepare suitable software material to feed the INSAT in the areas of adult
education.

The Conference notes that the voluntary organizations, by and large, could
not make headway in organizing adult education programmes during the last
year and — a — half, mainly due to non-release of funds by the Government of
India. The Conference urges upon the Government to resume the release of
grants to the voluntary organizations so as to enable them to participate
effectively in the programmes of adult education.

The creation of grass-root leadership is vital to the success of intensive
adult education movement. This can be achieved through setting up of rural
institutions like community centres or folk schools, and by enlarging the
scope of the existing school, and by enlarging the scope of the existing
school system, particularly in rural areas, so that the school system,
particularly in rural areas, so that the schools could function as community
centres. The experiment has been successfully conducted, though on a
limited scale, in some States like Karnataka. The Conference urges upon the
Central and the State Governments and voluntary agencies to promote the
setting up of such institutions on a larger scale. Community centres or Folk
High Schools as growth centres for rural education should be one of our
prime objectives in the years ahead.

Experience has shown that adult education functionaries, especially the
grass-root level workers need to be strengthened to enable them to discharge
their functions effectively. This calls for some intensive training programmes
and better monetary compensation.

More and more children should be persuaded to join the schools and all
efforts be made to reduce the dropout rate. The school system should be
strengthened considerably towards this goal. Specific linkages should be
established between the formal system of education and the non-formal one;
and fullest use be made of the resources of the formal system of education
for effective non-formal education programmes as well at various levels.
The formal system of education be made less rigid and more flexible and
the concept of open education system be promoted.

As an immediate task, pockets of illiteracy having literacy level between
20% and 24% be identified, and a massive programme of adult education be
organized by actively involving all the agencies and utilizing fully all the
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available resources for a break-through in the adult education programme
during 1980s.

1982

Over 250 adult educators and practitioners in the field coming from 16 States
and Union Territories of India assembled at the 35th All India Adult Education
Conference held in Mhow from December 19 to 22, 1982, emphatically declare
that the sole purpose of development is development of man and not merely of
things. While growth may necessary and even desirable, we reject the idea of
growth first and justice in the distribution of benefits later. While satisfaction
of basic needs is essential there are other goals and values which must at all
time be adhered to. Only in conditions of freedom and liberty human
personality has the chance to flower and develop. Therefore, like the freedom
of expression, the right to give and receive ideas is fundamental. Development
should mean achieving a society motivated and guided not by mere
consumerism but by genuine human values. Development is not achieved
through charity, relief work or welfare programmes but through
conscientization, liberation and action. However, development should not be
purely an individual phenomenon but should be a communitarian process,
where the individual is respected and where the value of cooperative effort is
appreciated. Development should mean distributive social justice. It will,
therefore, be an all round process touching social, economic, political, cultural
and spiritual aspects of a person and a community. Development would also
inevitably generate a new social structure and healthy changes in society.

Development becomes authentic only if it ensures balanced, all round
development of all sections of society giving priority to the poor and backward
sections so that they are not deprived of social justice. Authentic development
is achieved when social change is generated and new social structure is created
by people’s organizations which fight oppressive forces that keep them down.

DEVELOPMENT PROCESS
Goals of authentic development can be achieved by:

i) creating awareness about the realities regarding problems and also about
the potentialities which can be explored by individual and collective efforts
for solving the problems;
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ii) providing relevant knowledge and skills required for economic growth and
for improving the quality of life;

iii) developing people’s capabilities to critically analyze social reality, to
identify causes of their poverty. to bring to the surface dormant discontents
and to give expression to the feeling of exploitation and deprivation;

iv) helping people to discover their cultural identity, build up relations of
solidarity with others in the community, and develop their own
organizations for securing liberation from oppressive situations and
disheartening circumstances:

v) bringing about attitudinal changes conducive to development through social
change;

vi) motivating People for Planning and implementing individual and collective
action Programmes; and

vii) creating an environment conducive to people’s participation in planning
for development and in the implementation of the plan.

ROLE OF ADULT EDUCATION

The developing countries attempting the task of industrialization and
modernization are doing so, often in societies steeped in traditions and inertia
of medievalism. In advanced countries the adaptation to the latest technology
and scientific advance has required the people to adjust themselves to the
conditions which have been leisurely spread over centuries. However, in
developing countries the exposure to modernity has been more sudden. It is,
therefore, not at all surprising that people in developing countries have often
been unable either to comprehend its requirement or its promise. Adult
education, therefore, has the task of engineering a social transformation which
should be equal to the Western evolutionary process spanning over centuries.

While the importance of educated working class for increased efficiency and
productivity in industries is obvious it must also be appreciated that the need
for educated rural masses is even greater. In the case of technological changes
in industry, illiterate and unskilled labour, who form the base, are progressively
replaced by machines. But they have hardly any responsibility for decision-
making. In the case of agriculture the decision making has to be exercised by
amuch larger number of owners of small units, particularly small and marginal
farmers. For, the experience of the Green Revolution has demonstrated that if
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economic and social needs are to be achieved, the highest productivity per unit
of land could only be possible by intensive cultivation of small but economic
units. The decision-making function will, therefore, have to be much more
dispersed and the success of any endeavour in the field of rural development
will greatly depend on the education and initiative of small and marginal
farmers or small artisans or self-employed workers.

The experience of development in the Western countries has also brought to
light the role -of human resources in development. It has been established that
the investment which paid the highest dividends in the West was in human
beings rather than in “sticks, stones and metals”. Agencies in the family of the
United Nations have accepted the role of human resources. The World Bank
has now declared that the qualities of a nation’s people have an important
influence on its prosperity and growth. Human beings are the sources of ideas,
decisions, actions and innovations. Technological, scientific and professional
skills are essential factors for entrepreneurial and administrative abilities. But
these are not like adding more fertilizers or better machinery. Equally
fundamental are the skills, knowledge and the attitude of the masses. Small
farmers and artisans make a tremendous contribution to development.
Researchers have established that in most countries more educated people tend
to earn more to a degree and that makes spending on education in developing
countries, certainly the most attractive investment.

There is every evidence that education does contribute to a nation’s growth.
While this is so it is disturbing to note that which is mainly financed from
taxation is benefiting mostly the richer sections in developing countries. Even
private schools and colleges, which are the preserve of the children from rich
families, are financed, according to some estimates, upto 70%, through public
subsidies or tax evasion. This is a situation which must be of concern to all
people of conscience, and demands urgent and immediate action.

Therefore, it is suggested that adult educators must undertake the following
plan of action in order to achieve the goals of authentic development;

PLAN OF ACTION

(1) The Adult Education Programme as recommended by the Kothari Review
Committee should be run for 3 years and a number of courses of short
duration be prepared in literacy and general education, functional
development, and awareness. The adult education functionaries should be
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(2

(4)

(6)

(M

helped to select suitable courses according to the needs and environment
of the learners. This can be done by organizing Resource or Feeding
Centres at district level.

Efforts should be made to help the learners achieve the standard of literacy
as equivalent to V standard of the formal school system through selected
courses organized during the span of three years. It will help them to pursue
their education further.

Voluntary agencies, village panchayats, cooperative, trade unions, other
types of people’s organizations should be encouraged to take up the
responsibility of running Adult Education Programmes and the role of the
Government machinery should be confined to helping them with

Arrangements should be made to organize short-term bridge courses for
adults which might enable them to join the formal system of education at
any given point. This may provide recurrent education to the adults whose
education had been interrupted earlier for a variety of reasons and who
want to resume their education on full-time basis.

Special efforts must be made to set up community schools to meet the needs
of the vast number of poor people. The community schools should organize
programmes for initiating interaction between the community and the.
school and develop the school as the focal centre in the community affairs.
These should remain open in the evenings and during holidays and adults
in the community should be encouraged to make use of the school facilities
whenever they can. Such programmes will also help school students and
teachers to be aware of the realities of community life.

A short-term campaign for reducing illiteracy be conducted during summer
vacation or on other holidays with the help of students and teachers,
educated youth and housewives, ex-servicemen and Government servants.
The campaign should follow effective publicity and mass contact
programme to create a climate for collective efforts to reduce illiteracy
from the local communities.

Efforts should also be made to organize diversified programmes for
continuing education which provide education to the adults whether full-
time, vocational or non-vocational, residential or non-residential. There is
a need to organzise these educational programmes at different levels and
for people having different educational standards.
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(8) Efforts should be made to organize adult education programme on a
permanent basis having comprehensive programme so that educational
opportunities may be provided for all and conditions may be created to
progressively develop a learning society.

(9) The poor should be helped to form their own organizations, so that they
can ensure that the benefits of development reach them, ensuring growth
with social justice.

1983

We about 250 delegates from 19 States and Union Territories attending the 36th
All India Adult Education Conference held in Mysore from December 15 to 18,
1983, emphatically declare that equitable distribution of fine resources in culture,
leadership and wisdom is necessary for the success of democracy and that this
cannot be achieved either by universal primary education or by raising school age
in the scheme of compulsory education. The expansion of formal education at
higher level, essential for the maintenance of the modern industrial and
technological society, is also inapt for preparing the common folk for participation
in the democratic functioning of political, social and economic institutions. Most
of our people cannot afford to spend longer period getting formal education. Their
schooling is terminated at an early stage and they are left untouched by liberal
education which is helping only a few to rise above the rank and file and join the
privileged minority. It is the national duty of all those connected with the Adult
Education Movement in the country to explore new approaches, methods and
techniques for providing suitable educational facilities to the common folk who
fail to get any benefit from the existing system of education. Such educational
facilities have to be developed according to the people’s needs and environment
and in accordance with their capacities and convenience.

We, the delegates of the Conference deem it a privilege to refer to the report
of the University Education Commission (1950) which found the philosophy
methods of folk education as expounded by Grundtvig and practiced by Danish
folk high schools suitable to Indian conditions and recommended that similar
institutions for residential adult education should be established in India. The
Conference also recalls that following their recommendation a number of
residential institutions were established in India for rural adult education. Many
such institutions are functioning in some of the States even now. In the
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Karnataka State they have been given the name of Vidyapeeths. In Rajasthan
they are known as Janta Colleges or Vidyapeeths. In Gujarat they are called
Lok Shalas and in Bihar Jagriti Viharas. There are also organized a number of
short residential courses for rural adults by agricultural universities, community
polytechnics and other organizations.

The Conference urges the voluntary organizations and the Central and State
Governments to join hands in initiating a movement throughout the country for
organizing short residential courses for adults to create social awareness among
the common folk and to help them become responsible members of a
democratic society. The programme of residential adult education should be so
organized that it may provide an opportunity for fellowship and community
living, raise the speed of educational process and help individuals to develop
themselves in harmony with the demands of collective life. Living together in
an educational atmosphere may awaken the spirit of social regeneration
amongst the people and prepare them for social, economic and political
democracy. The programme of people’s education organized in residential
institutions should aim at improving the quality of life of the weaker sections
and upgrading their social and vocational skills. The institutions for residential
adult education should also be utilized for organizing short residential courses
for Pradhans and members of the Panchayat, Co-operative societies and local
bodies. Efforts should be made to have at least one institution in each district.

The people’s education provided in residential institutions for adults has to
be based entirely on non-formal approach and methods. There should not be
any rigid rules and procedures regarding admission, examinations, curriculum,
award of certificates, etc., so that young adults may feel free to learn at their
own speed and according to their individual needs and capacities” Non-formal
methods of people’s education must be supplemented by such devices as ‘learn
while you earn’ or ‘problem solving’. No single model can be adopted for
providing residential adult education. This may be organized by institutions
established for the purpose or by other institutions or organizations as an item
of their extension programme or as a part of their scheme of continuing
education. The residential courses for adult education may also be arranged by
a mobile team of teachers who could camp in different areas for a short
duration. These courses may be organized according to the needs and interests
of the learners for longer or shorter duration.

Residential programmes for people’s education must be organized by
voluntary action assisted and supported by the Government departments and
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agencies. Their administration should not be based on a policy of check and
balances as under a centralized system. It should be based rather on trust and,
understanding as in the local institutions. Its finances should include
contributions from the participants and, or sponsors and supporters and/or
income from land produce or small business etc., in addition to the Government
grants.

* %k %k

1984

The 37th All India Adult Education Conference held at BHU, Varanasi, from
Oct. 16 to 19, 1984 deliberated on ‘Non-formal Adult Education for Women®
as the main theme, under four sub themes :

I. Education of Rural Women and Their Participation in Development
Programmes.

2. Health and Nutrition Education for Women.

Literacy and Social Awareness.

(O8]

4. Income-generating programmes for Women

The three hundred and fifty delegates from 19 States and Union Territories
assembled at Varanasi for the Conference declare that the rates of illiteracy among
women, specially in the rural and tribal areas, and more particularly, among those
belonging to families of agricultural landless labourers, traditional artisans, marginal
and small cultivators, fishermen, etc., continue to be alarmingly high. The rates of
illiteracy among women brought out by the census of 1981 have further highlighted
the need to pay greater attention to this problem. Therefore, urgent measures have to
be taken to eradicate illiteracy among women with commitment and conviction. The
formal system of education alone, cannot cope with the task of spreading universal
literacy among the masses. The Conference therefore urges the Central and State
Governments, Universities, and Voluntary Organizations to launch appropriate
educational programmes, for illiterate women and girls.

The Conference further declares that income generating activities should
invariably be included in adult education programmes for women. For
successful implementation of these activities, women'’s organizations at grass-
roots level should be established. These organizations will also help the women
to participate in decision making and improve their self esteem and self-respect.
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The governmental and nongovernmental agencies should cooperate in helping
women to form their own organizations and co-operatives.

The Conference urges upon Indian Adult Education Association which has
been playing a leadership role in the field of adult education for the last 45
years to extend its activities and devote special attention to adult and non-formal
education of women.

* k%

1985

We the 375 delegates from 21 States and Union Territories of India
participating in the 38th All India Adult Education Conference held at
Trivandrum from 20th to 23rd December 1985 to discuss the theme Mass
Movement for Adult Education declare that Mass Literacy campaigns should
be launched in the country in addition to selective programmes being
implemented now to achieve cent per cent literacy in the age group 15-35 by
1990. Anyone and everyone in the community who has the time, inclination
and capacity for participating in the programme should be involved.

Adult education will become a mass movement if it becomes a part of rational
endeavour involving all sections and agencies including trade unions, co-operatives,
students and youth, housewives and ex-servicemen, workers and peasants, governmental
and non-governmental organizations, and voluntary agencies at the grass-root level.

Students in universities, colleges and schools be involved in a big way in
the mass movement of adult education. The functional literacy programmes
should be made a compulsory activity under the National Service Scheme,
Nehru Yuvak Kendras and other youth programmes.

To make education a people’s programme more and more voluntary
organizations should be encouraged to participate in it. The conference urges
upon the Government to place adequate funds at their disposal so that they
could share a sizeable part of the burden of adult education work.

To widen and deepen the commitment of political and social leadership in
adult education programme the conference urges the formation of forums of
parliamentarians and local leaders at various levels.

Women, Scheduled Caste and Scheduled tribes constitute the hardcore of
the challenge of illiteracy because of high percentage of illiteracy among them.
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Their education, should receive priority in the mass movement for adult
education.

The Conference notes that there is still not adequate demand for adult
education programme and for generating this demand it calls upon the mass
‘media to play a great role in creating favourable climate for a mass movement
of adult education. The benefits of acquiring functional literacy and the
handicaps arising out of literacy should be demonstrated through, mass media.

The conference welcomes the formation of National Volunteer Corps for
Literacy by the Indian Adult Education Association (IAEA) and urges upon the
voluntary organizations and education institutions to extend support to it by
starting short term campaigns for eradication illiteracy with the help of
volunteers. The conference requests the Government of India and the State
Governments to provide for the necessary massive literacy programme through
IAEA and all other state level, district-level and grass root level agencies
participating in this mass movement.

* ¥ K

1986

The 39th All - India Adult Education Conference, organized by the Indian
Adult Education Association, in collaboration with the Department of
Continuing Education and Extension South Gujarat University, Surat, and held
at Surat during 25-28 October, 1986.

Realizing the fact that Science and Technology constitute a powerful factor
of socio-economic development and progress;

Recognizing the important and vital role of Adult Education can and should
play in the promotion of Science and Technology:

Keeping in view the mandate flowing from the historic Scientific Policy
Resolution (1958) of the Government of India;

Reiterating the emphasis the Planning Commission had laid on the rapid
development of Science and Technology and their application for social change
and development;

Recognizing the catalytic role played by the Department of Science and
Technology, Government of India, National Council of Science and Technology
Communication, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, Department of
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Forests and Environment and Indian Council of Agricultural Research and other
agencies of the Government;

Appreciating the significant contribution made by voluntary agencies, both
big and small, in the area of science popularization;

Considering the issues raised in the Working Paper, views expressed during
various sessions and recommendations made by the four Working Groups;

Hereby declares its commitment, both implicit and explicit, reflected in the
faith, enthusiasm, devotion and dedication of the Indian Adult Education
Association, and its institutional and individual members, to the theme of the
Conference; reaffirms that the promotion of Science and Technology cannot
be accelerated in the absence of a scientific temper in our people; and resolves
that the Association and all its members, both institutional and individual, will
whole heartedly work towards the realization of the goal of development of
science literacy at various levels of society; popularization of science; creation
of scientific temper and transfer of technology to rural areas for the removal of
drudgery. especially among women.

RESOLUTIONS
The Conference also resolves that;

The Ministry of Human Resource Development of the Government of India,
and the State Education Departments should broaden the contents of the
awareness component of the National Programme of Adult Education, so as to
include Science Literacy, Science and Technology Popularization, and Creation
of Scientific Temper.

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and the State Information
Departments should do all that is possible to popularize Science and
Technology through the mass media, and to conceptualize and sponsor
appropriate programmes for the creation of scientific temper.

The National Council of Educational Research and Training and the State
Councils should accelerate the organization of science clubs in schools, both
in urban and rural areas.

The National Council of Science Museums and the Nehru Centre, Bombay,
should take their programmes and activities to villages.

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research should establish more Krishi
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Vigyan Kendras, in rural areas and involve more and more adult learners in the
agricultural demonstration programmes.

All the primary Health Centres and District Industries Centres in the country
should have, for each centre, a permanent Exhibition and Information wing to
promote educational programmes among the people.

There should be a Vigyan Mandir (Science Centre), attached to the Jana
Sikshan Nilayam, conceptualized in the Action Programme of the New
Education Policy.

The efforts of organizations like the Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad, should
be encouraged by one and all, and more and more such organizations are to be
promoted.

The Conference once again emphasizes that: “Science” as Jawaharlal Nehru
put it, “ultimately, is a way of training the mind and the whole life functioning
" according to the ways and methods of science”, and appeals to each one in the
country to train his own mind so that he is led from untruth to truth.

¥ % %
1987
No record
¥k ¥
1988
No record
%k ¥k
1989

The Declaration of the conference sums up the decisions taken on this occasion.

Looking back on the fifty years of its work and performance, the Association feels
gratified at the pioneering role that it has been able to play. There is an enormous
deal yet to be done; this must be acknowledged. At the same time it is something to
have promoted and developed the adult education movement in the country. This was
the role that the Association to itself and fifty years of useful endeavour are a pointer
to what has been accomplished and what yet remains to be done.
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As defined on the occasion of its silver Jubilee Celebrations in 1964, the
ultimate objective of the Association remains to establish a learning society.
Its two principal targets are the adults who have yet to be made literate and
the continuing education of those who have already become literate though
it is essential to expand, extend and update their knowledge and skills.

In order to achieve this objective, it is important to integrate programmes
of adult education with the educational system in the country. This in turn
has to ensure that the educational system is a part of the development plan
of the country. The 1985-86 exercise of preparing a New Policy on
Education (NPE) was a step in the direction. Some progress has been made
but it is far from adequate in relation to the magnitude of the problem. In
particular the NPE has yet to be integrated with the planning process of the
country. The 8th plan now under preparation is being looked forward to
with great hopes and expectations. If this plan is able to genuinely
implement the NPE, adult education would have made some progress.

As it is, a National Literacy Mission (NLM) has been launched and is
making some progress. It suffers from two basic infirmities, however. One
as already stated, it has yet to be integrated with the process of planning
and, secondly, it is not exactly clear if all political parties are committed to
it. The NLLM has to go forward regardless of any political changes that may
take place from time to time and as a movement to bring about the social
and economic changes which have been talked about for four decades but
not yet implemented.

What is called for is a reaffirmation of the commitment to adult education
and, furthermore, to develop it into a people’s movement. It is to be noted
with regret that, so far, the mass media, and particularly the electronic
media, have not yet played the role in this task that they can and they
should.

While the establishment of Jan Shikshan Nilayams under the auspices of the
NLM is welcome, two crucial steps need to be taken. One is to make the
Nilayams community education centres and the second is to make the Preraks
full-time agents of adult education and development. While doing so, full
safeguards would have to be taken to ensure that the movement remains a
people’s movement and does not degenerate into a bureaucratic outfit.

The Golden Jubilee celebrated this year should be an occasion to do some
introspection and at the same time chalk out a programme of action for the
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next decade or so. In order to do so, a think tank or some equivalent body
should be established and a draft worked out. This in turn may be circulated
to the institutional members of the Association and also other academic:
associations. When this Association meets at it: annual meeting, it should
be in possession of a well formulated plan of action so that the same can
be considered and adopted on that occasion.

It should not be necessary to reiterate what has been stated ever so often by
the Association. All programmes of literacy and continuing education have to
help the deprived sections of the population to liberate themselves from the
plight in which they find themselves and move towards a situation where
objectives tike the promotion of scientific temper, national integration, equality
for women, observance of small family norms conservation of environment
and international understanding are emphasized.

3% %k %
1990
No record
% %k %k
1991
No record
* 3k %k
1994
No record
% % %k
1996
No record
% % %k
1997
No record
* % %
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1998

The 48th All India Adult Education Conference, held at Bangalore on 21-33
December 1998, under the joint auspices of the Indian Adult Education
Association and the Bangalore University, on Adult Education in the
Perspective of Learning throughout Life:

Realizing that the idea of lifelong education is the keystone of the learning
society:

Recognizing the two fundamental concepts of lifelong education and
learning society remaining in the core of the topic of the Conference;

Appreciating the concepts and ideas contained in the Working Paper, which
did set the trends of the Conference;

Learning from the wisdom contained in the inaugural address and the
presidential address;

Considering the findings in the Reports of the four Groups constituted for
the purpose;

Endorsing the comments and suggestion offered by member organizations,
individual members, Zilla Saksharata Samiti functionaries, University
Departments of Adult, Continuing and Extension Education, and other
distinguished delegates representing the voluntary organizations;

Echoing the voices generated in the five thematic Workshops;
Declares that:

I. Tremendous changes are taking place due to the new economic policy in
India. This is influencing the rural and urban communities socially
economically and culturally. The economic theory propounded by Nobel
Laureate Amartya Sen and the late M. Huq places the emphasis on human
development. To interpret these changes there are significant challenges
for lifelong learning.

2. Terminal concept of education is not adequate in the present social,
economic and technological context. It recommends that learning
opportunities should be provided to all in the emerging era of information
technology.

(98]

Adult education should promote a new vision of older adults recognizing
them as responsible persons and a productive force in society.
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For achieving the objectives of lifelong learning some changes in the
formal education system must be made. It should create an aptitude and
sustain the desire for learning. Such an aptitude will go long way in
promoting self-learning among adults.

Lifelong learning will get a boost if Continuing Education centres, being
established in the country, are provided proper physical facilities and the
persons appointed for the jobs should be adequately trained and remunerated.

The Continuing Education centres should develop their curricular based
on the issues that emerge from the lives of the adult learners. Issues such
as exploitation and oppression, income and wage, land and water, rights
and duties, understanding economic forces, gender discrimination etc.
should be considered.

To follow the curricula based on the issues, the adult educator has to
prepare himself/herself analyzing the issues with the people in organizing
them around the issue.

Development should be focused on village based Industries such as agro-
industries, cottage industries and Continuing Education Centres should
play an important role not only in skill development but in management of
such industries by the village people themselves.

The methods and techniques of lifelong learning should be in phase with the
present day modern information and technological development such as mass
media, distance education, Internet and E-mail. The folk forms of communication
and the rural libraries should be extensively used for the purpose.

. The most important factor for organizing lifelong learning is community

participation, which should not only be limited in identifying,
implementing, as well as monitoring and evaluation of the continuing
education programme.

. There is a tremendous impact of information technology on the present day

society. Information technology which is already here could be beneficial
as well as equally harmful depending upon how and by whom it is used. It
should be used for lifelong learning to create scientific temper, skill
development, life skill learning, ecology and environment.

¥ 3k ¥
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2000
The Forty-Ninth All India Adult Education Conference organized by Adult

Education Association in collaboration with the Literacy House, Lucknow, held
from March 11 through 13, 2000, participated by 280 delegates from 19 States
of India, meeting at the beginning of the Twenty-first Century and the beginning
of the Third Millennium declares that:

1. The right to education and the right to learn through out life is the
fundamental right of the people.

2. Whatever their age people must be provided with adequate opportunities
to develop their potentialities and capacities to their full extent and be
enabled to become possible best:

(9%}

True education should not only help develop intellect, but more
importantly, appreciation as well as character to refine tastes and to dignify
behaviour and enable people to lead an increasingly prosperous, healthy,
more culturally advanced, full-filling and happy life:

4. Education, awareness and consciousness among people are essential for
achieving human centered development and building a participatory society;

5. Full guarantee for freedom, liberty, democracy, human rights and right to
information are essential for transparency and accountability and to
promote development with social justice as well as for the full blossoming
of human personality:

6. The need of the hour is for people to come to their own and five development
of people’s power-an imperative of all healthy and equitable development for
the promotion of which education must play its crucial role;

7. Enlightened state intervention from above and creative initiative and mass
mobilization from below.-in which education has a key role to play, can
lead to most welcome and exciting results correcting to a great extent the
well known distortions in our society, economy, policy and development. .
The adult education movement, under the leadership of the Indian Adult
Education Association pledges to play its rightful role in the process;

8. The Adult Education Movement takes note of the emergency of
globalization which is leading to a world of shrinking space and
disappearing borders. The phenomena is of great promise as well as some
perils. While its potentialities for investments and technology for growth
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11.

and human advancement are immense and are establishing new patterns
of international economic co-operation, subsuming and re-articulating
national economies leading to a new global economy, the dangers of
exclusion and marginalization of countries and peoples with in countries
causes concern;

Globalization and expansion or markets may promote greater efficiency
but are no guaranty of greater equity and social justice. When markets go
too far in dominating social and political outcomes, opportunities and
rewards spread unequally and inequality, concentrating power and wealth
in select group of nations and corporations and marginalizing others.
Inequality has been rising within many countries and inequality between
countries has also increased.

. The developments in the arena of information communication technologies

which have fuelled and sustained globalization are also transforming
technologies for education and learning. More affordable communication-
networks enable greater exchange of scientific and technical information as
well as sharing of knowledge about all aspects of business and everyday life.
The possibilities of continuous and lifelong learning are growing with the
increased availability of information and communication technologies. But
this potential can only be exploited if the formal education process in the
developing countries allows people to acquire the skills that are necessary to
use the new technologies creatively and productively. Lifelong learning
strategies require that the foundations of learning be strengthened and that
there must be greater flexibility between education, training and work;

In spite of the great potential of information communication technologies it
is essential to caution about the possible negative impact of greater access to
the world’s stock of information as a result of connection to global networks.
Inequalities in both access to networks and in the distribution of relevant
competencies that exist to-day, create a risk that the benefits of application of
information technologies may be divisive. Indeed the misdistribution of
information technologies may re-inforce already existing systems of
inequalities. This highlights the need for greater attention to organizational
and infrastructural aspects in education in developing counties.

. People around the world seem just to have burst into conversation due to

the high development of communication technologies and expansion of
global media works. Communications with all their benefits in respect of
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flow of ideas and knowledge, is opening up people’s lives to new culture
and creativity. But the new culture carried by expanding global markets is
often disquieting. The information and communication based learning tools
are culture bound and produced mainly by and for the industrialized
countries. People in the developing countries must be helped to equip
themselves to develop the capacity and ability to analyze and evaluate
information from cyber space so as not to confuse it with worthwhile
knowledge. The danger otherwise would be, as has been well said that “we
might end up in a world where instead of soul we have membership in the
crowd and instead of wisdom merely data and digits.”

. In the industrial countries there are indications of concern that increasing

application of information and communication technologies are leading to
emergence of communities of ‘intimate strangers’ who never meet in the
traditional confines of the school or work place. The importance of school
as an institution for socialization and communication must never be
underestimated or overlooked as it is impossible to acquire in isolation or
purely through the information and communication technologies the much
needed communication skills;

. The challenge of globalization or of phenomenal development in the field

of information and communication technologies which are opening up new
horizons and vistas cannot be met either by stopping the expansion of
markets or refusing to benefit from the breath taking developments in
science and technology. There is now a growing realization that
globalization is too important to be left as unmanaged as it is to-day. The
need is for establishing rules and strengthening institutions for stronger
governance — local, regional and global. The emergence of new and less
formal structures for governance should be welcomed and supported. The
institutions of civil society, it is widely accepted, can play a crucial role for
building a participatory society and promoting human centered
development reflecting people’s needs and aspirations and building
pressure for transparency and accountability. The historical role of the Adult
Education Movement in the Twenty-first Century and the Third Millennium
is to help promote this process only thus we shall be able to achieve our
cherished ideals and goals and only thus we will arrive at our destiny.
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2001

The Conference —in its plenary sessions, concurrent workshops and group sessions
— deliberated on the entire spectrum of literacy and adult education in India, keeping
in view the contemporary developments in other developing societies.

In the light of manifold achievements of adult education, the Conference
upheld the role of State and the Civil Society in motivating/mobilizing the
community to promote literacy in the wider context of Education For All.

The Conference resolved to mobilize all available human and material
resources to promote Adult Education in India to raise the quality of life.

Recognizing increasing common awareness sin areas of health, nutrition, small
family norm, and creation of scientific temper, the Conference stressed laying greater
emphasis on these areas through Adult Education Programmes in coming years.

In the changing global scenario, the Conference reiterated the need and
importance of greater co-operation among adult educators across the world, to
facilitate greater international understanding peace and harmony.

* ¥k

2002

We 202 delegates from 17 states and UTs of the country participating in the
S1st All India Adult Education Conference organized by the Indian Adult
Education Association (IAEA), New Delhi in collaboration with Gandhigram
Rural Institute (GRI), Tamil Nadu at Gandhigram from December 27-29, 2002
to discuss on the theme “Utilization of Open Distance Learning Approach in
Adult Education: Past Experiences and Future Possibilities.”

Declare our conviction and belief that achievements in the field of
information and communication technologies, already realized as well as
developments that are fast taking place in the field, are not only rapidly
transforming industrial societies into information societies but have great
potential as well for bringing about highly significant changes in economic,
social, cultural and educational fields leading to profound changes in the way
we live and work, informs of governance, creativity and cooperation in sharing
knowledge and ideas — indeed in nearly every field of human activity.

We echo the profound statement of Unesco International Commission on
Education for the Twenty First Century that, ‘these technologies are in the
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process of accomplishing nothing short of revolution before our eyes, one that
is affecting activities that connected with production and work lust as much as
those with education and training.”

“Life-long Learning for all” and “Learning without Frontiers” — our

cherished goals for long-have come within realms of possibility through these.

technologies, enabling society to reach out more effectively for social groups
whose educational needs are not being met satisfactorily by conventional
educational means. Further these technologies have opened up the possibilities
of immensely enriching the conventional and traditional practices in the field
of education Due to developments of these technologies constraints of time,
place and distance are being eliminated. In short, from pre-school to higher
education learning will never be the same.

Express Great Concern at growing gaps between the developed and
developing countries in their access to as well as ability to monitor and use
opportunities offered by rapid developments in technology. This we believe is
a great challenge both for education as well as for democracy demanding urgent
and satisfactory response from the world community.

Homogenization, Loss of Culture and Language are dangers posed for
people of developing countries by the fact that information and communication
technologies have so far emerged, and are still emerging, mainly from
developed industrial countries. We call for effective measures to halt the above

trends. Full respect for and recognition of value of all peoples’ language and

culture are basic and fundamental for international cooperation and harmony
in the world. This race between technology and civilization must be
imaginatively resolved to promote peace, harmony and international
understanding so vital for the future of human kind.

International Co-operation is most essential for satisfactory solution of
problems in the field of education in the Twenty-First Century — both for
meeting the challenges Posed by developments in technology as well as f or
harnessing the innovation and expertise needed for meshing and merging these
with traditional methods and techniques in the field of education. We express
our profound conviction that no country, even most advanced and with plentiful
resources, will be able on their own to effectively and satisfactorily deal with
all Problems in this new era of information and communication technology.
We therefore call on the international community to work out and establish a
regime of meaningful just, fair and equitable cooperation among nations- vital
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not only for our existence — but for Peace, survival of our civilization and
indeed for the future of humanity as a whole. We call upon Government of
India to impress on the international community the gravity and seriousness of
the concerns expressed above and the value of our proposals and call for urgent
attention and early action;

a) To adopt measures, on a priority basis, for the creation of the necessary
infra- structure and for availability of basic facilities like electricity,
telephones, televisions etc. in all areas of the country with particular
attention to the long neglected rural sector so as to create the necessary
conditions for adoption of information and communication technologies
for education, culture, health, people’s welfare as well as for job creation
and economic developments

b) To take measures and adopt policies for production and availability of
hardware as well as software for use of information technologies including
Open Distance Learning (ODL) at affordable prices and in sufficient
quantity for meeting. The growing requirements and needs in different
fields of national endeavour.

* sk %

2003

No record
% o %
2004
No record
* %k
2006
No record
* % %

2007 (ABU ROAD, RAJASTHAN)

No record

* % K

13



On to Eternity

2007 (SHEGAON, MAHARASHTRA)

Being in the sacred land of Shri Sant Gajanan Maharaj over four days,
visiting the temple and the Anand Sagar with an assembly of 185 delegates
coming from the length and breadth of India, being inspired by the Nehru
Literacy Awardee and Tagore Literacy Awardees, deliberating the theme of the
Fifty-Sixth All India Adult Education Conference on Adult and Lifelong
Learning Opportunities in Eleventh Five Year Plan in the plenary sessions and
different special interest groups, the conference recommends that there has to
be a synergy between the concepts and programmes at all levels for the
development of adult and lifelong education.

The delegates declare that the Shegaon conference has been a trend-setting
event to accelerate the efforts of one and all in the country for the promotion
of adult and lifelong education for years.

* %k

2008
e Arriving at Kolhapur, a historical city reverberating with the memory of
heroic deeds of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj;

e Knowing 227 delegates coming from all over India;
e Enjoying the refreshing climate of Kolhapur;
e Interacting with the delegates in small and special interest groups;

e Drawing inspiration from the distinguished speakers in Plenaries, Special
Session, Inaugural and Valedictory Sessions;

e Getting doubly inspired by a special address delivered by Shri Bhaskar
Chatterjee, Principal Adviser, Planning Commission, Govt. of India;

e The 57th All India Adult Education Conference on Lifelong Leaming : Opportunities
and Challenges, hereby solemnly declares that, come what may, we have to make
Lifelong Leaming a Lifelong Mission for one and all - educated and uneducated.

* % %

2009
The declaration was:

e Seeing Kanyakumari which evokes memories of Swami Vivekananda, who
jumped to the rock called Vivekananda Rock;
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e Knowing Thiruvallavur, who composed Thirukkural, to spread the
teachings of Jainism - peace and service to humanity;

® Appreciating the efforts of delegates in their deliberations in groups and
plenary sessions; and

e Declares that the teachings of Swami Vivekananda and Thiruvallavur are
in complete resonance with all that the conference has come up during these
three days.

* % K

2012
We, the delegates of the 59th All India Adult Education Conference held at

Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh from December 16-18, 2012 solemnly affirm to
dedicate ourselves for the promotion of Community Learning and Development
through programmes and activities.

We also affirm that sincere efforts will be taken by us as individuals, part of
the organizations in which we serve, members of the community and members
of the larger society to uplift the masses through community learning — literacy,
awareness and functionality, to enable them to progress in the path of
development. In this process human values will be given priority.

* ¥ %

2014
We, the delegates of the Sixtieth All India Adult Education Conference held

at Udaipur, Rajasthan from January 10-12, 2014 resolved to re-dedicate
ourselves for the promotion and development of Lifelong Learning through all
our programmes and activities.

We as individuals and representing organizations will serve the common
people through community development activities and training programmes to
enable them to pursue further education and skill development so that they have
both horizontal and vertical mobility in their life which inturn will benefit not
only the individuals, their families but also the community as a whole.

¥k K
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